
The following topics could be used to prompt group discussions 

or could be considered while reading the book.

• Fogg attempts to control time and is likened to an automaton, machine and chronometer.

What does he lose by behaving in this way? What, if anything, does he gain?

• What do Fogg, Fix and Cromarty show us about Verne's view of the British character?

How are the British contrasted with the Americans? In what ways do the characters in 

the book rise above national stereotypes? 

• How does Verne show his fascination for science and inventions? To what extent is this

matched by his interest in people? 

• What does the depiction of Aouda tell us about Western attitudes to Eastern women?

How does she respond to Fogg's seemingly polite indifference? 

• How much do you think Fogg has been changed by his journey? What do you think the

future holds for him and Aouda?

• Verne's literary reputation has suffered outside France because he is thought of as 

a writer for children and of science fiction. How do these labels influence the way 

we read his books? 

• What methods does Verne use to engage the reader in the adventure and to 

create tension? 

• How does Verne make use of the flashback in structuring the story? What effect 

does this have?

• How is humour used in the book?

• What kind of traveller do you think Verne most admires? 

Authorities disagree on how many books were published in

Verne's Voyages Extraordinaires series, but among them are:

Five Weeks in a Balloon (1863)

Journey to the Centre of the Earth (1864)

From the Earth to the Moon (1865)

The Adventures of Captain Hatteras (1866)

20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (1870)

A Floating City (1871)

The Mysterious Island (1874-5)

Michael Strogoff, the Courier of the Czar (1876)

Master of the World (1904)

(note – date given is for original publication in book form in French).

Books on Verne include: Jean-Jules Verne Jules Verne (translated by Roger Greaves),

Macdonald and Jane's, 1976. Peter Costello Jules Verne: inventor of science fiction, Hodder

and Stoughton, 1978. William Butcher Verne's Journey to the Centre of the Self: space and

time in the 'Voyages extraordinaires', Macmillan, 1990. Andrew Martin The Mask of the

Prophet: the extraordinary fictions of Jules Verne, Clarendon Press, 1990. Herbert R Lottman

Jules Verne: an exploratory biography, St Martin's Press, 1996.

One of the most informative websites devoted to Verne is Zvi Har'El's www.jv.gilhead.org.il. 

Screen adaptations of Around the World in Eighty Days are available in DVD and video and

there are audio-book editions on CD and cassette. Further details along with a more

detailed bibliography and links to other Verne sites are on the Great Reading Adventure

website at www.swreads.com.

Promotional still from Mike Todd's Around the World in Eighty Days, featuring David Niven as
Phileas Fogg and Cantinflas as Passpartout (author's collection).

Oxford World’s Classics’ edition of
Around the World in Eighty Days.




