The wealthy Boston-born businessman, George Francis Train, laid
claim to being the inspiration of Phileas Fogg as he had made his
own well-publicised trip around the world in 80 days two years
before Around the World in Eighty Days appeared in Le Temps.
The globetrotting Train had established shipping routes between
Liverpool and Australia, introduced trams to Birkenhead and
London, and, at the time of his journey, had recently been
involved in the building of the transcontinental Union Pacific
Railroad in the US. When Verne's book was published he

protested: 'He stole my thunder. /'m Phileas Fogg.'






