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Great Reading Adventure: Day 57 and World Book Day


For immediate release

The Great Reading Adventure, Britain’s biggest mass reading project, reaches day 57 on 2 March, World Book Day, and continues to generate huge interest across the South West region.

Launched on 5 January, the 80-day project is encouraging everyone to read Jules Verne’s classic adventure novel Around the World in Eighty Days. A special edition of the book published in the Oxford World’s Classics’ series features Wallace and Gromit on the cover, and the charismatic duo are appearing all over the region on posters and other promotional material. There is also a specially adapted children’s version for younger readers and an illustrated readers’ guide. All material has been distributed free of charge. 

Thousands of copies of the books have been borrowed from the 15 library services in the region compared with only a handful in the preceding months. In January alone, Bristol Library Service, for example, recorded over 1,000 loans, while Torbay Library Service, with only four libraries, notched up 85. Feedback from borrowers has been very positive, complementing the organisers on the quality of the publications and marketing material, and the benefit of having an emergent readers version in addition to the adult version. 

The project has been the subject of extensive media coverage including over 240 newspaper and magazine articles as well as radio and television reports. Activities have included film shows, creative writing and visual arts workshops, exhibitions, story-telling and drama sessions, puppet shows, illustrated talks, food-tasting from around the world and quiz nights. 

For World Book Day, Dorset Library Service, which has recorded over 1,130 loans of the adult version of the book in January, is holding a great balloon rally with 200 book titles recommended by pupils at Dorchester Middle School being attached to helium balloons and released to the skies. South Molton library in Devon is launching a round the world quiz and in Cornwall there will be a fancy dress tea party, storytelling from around the world and a session on new travel writing, as well as the launch of a new reading group for young adults. Borders in Bristol is organising what they hope will be the biggest ever reading group session, with at least 100 people who have read Around the World in Eighty Days coming to discuss it at the store. 

A thousand copies of the full-text edition of the book have been ‘released’ in a bookcrossing initiative, each copy carrying a numbered sticker asking anyone who
picks it up to let the project organisers know where they found it. The books have been initially left at airports, train stations, hotels, bus depots and restaurants, at home and abroad. One of the copies left by Bath Library Service on a City Sightseeing bus was taken on to Liverpool and Dublin and was last reported as having reached Ituzaingó, Province of Buenos Aires, Argentina. Another Bath copy, left at Frankfurt airport, was taken to Puerto Vallarta in Mexico and then passed on to someone from Calgary.

Hundreds of copies have been distributed via Plymouth’s Chinese restaurant network in a community reading initiative led by Plymouth Library Service. A tracker who found a copy released in Mo’s Takeaway wrote:

I’m so glad it was left there: on a Sunday train journey to attend a course, the time was taken up very expertly by Verne’s wit, characters and pace. I read several titles of his as a teen… [and] it was just bad luck that I never got around to “80 days”, so I am grateful to this reading initiative for at last giving me the chance – and getting me back into the habit of regarding books as fun, rather than chores to be completed. 

Andrew Kelly, director of the Brunel 200 and the Great Reading Adventure initiative, said today:

The response to our fourth reading adventure has been fantastic. Libraries are reporting massive borrowings of the books. This is in addition to the thousands that have been distributed to individuals and reading groups. It’s been the perfect start to our Brunel 200 year.  

ENDS


Contacts

Andrew Kelly, director of the Great Reading Adventure, for overall programme details


+44 (0)1275 370816 



Mobile: 07778 932 778 



andrew.kelly@businesswest.co.uk

Cynthia Martin, Bristol Library Service

+44 (0)117 9038521

cynthia_martin@bristol-city.gov.uk


Paul Trainer, Torbay Library Services

 
+44 (0) 1803 208313
paul.trainer@torbay.gov.uk
Julia Hale, Acting Service Development Manager Children & Young People, Dorset Library Service (for the World Book Day balloon event)

+44 (0)1305 228527

j.hale@dorsetcc.gov.uk

Maureen Twose, Cornwall Library Service


+44 (0)1872 324653
mtwose@cornwall.gov.uk 

Alastair Spalding, Borders, Bristol



+44 (0) 117 9226959



aspaldi@bordersstores.com

Sue Lancaster, Plymouth Library Service



+44 (0)1752 305938

sue.lancaster@plymouth.gov.uk

Individual contacts for each of the other participating library authorities also available on request.

2006 Great Reading Adventure website:  www.swreads.com

A hi-resolution version of the Wallace and Gromit image used to promote the Great Reading Adventure can be downloaded from http://www.swreads.com/image_download/. It must be credited to Aardman Animations Ltd © 2005, www.aardman.com. 

For further details regarding images contact: 

Melanie Kelly
 
+44 (0) 1225 470 180 




brunel200@btopenworld.com

NOTES TO EDITORS


The Great Reading Adventure

Between January and March each year, everyone in Bristol is encouraged to read the same book. The book chosen is one that is either set in Bristol, is by a Bristol author, or is about issues that are of interest to people in Bristol. Books so far that have been chosen are Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island, John Wyndham’s The Day of the Triffids and Helen Dunmore’s The Siege. 

For 2006 the Great Reading Adventure has become a project for the whole of the South West. It was launched on 5 January as a build-up to Brunel 200 – the programme celebrating the life and work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel for the bicentenary of his birth in 2006. The chosen book is Around the World in Eighty Days, an apt one for this year as Jules Verne wrote about the opening up of the world through transport and technology. He also sailed on the Great Eastern – Brunel’s last great ship.
Key details are:

· Over 52,000 copies of Around the World in Eighty Days distributed free of charge in the South West.

· Over 50,000 copies of a specially commissioned and illustrated children’s version distributed free of charge.

· Over 40,000 copies of a 52 page full-colour guide distributed free of charge.

· All 15 library authorities in the South West participating.

· Over 70 schools in Bristol and 80 in Swindon have joined in the project.
· Anticipated that at least 100,000 people will take part.
· Extensive local media coverage including the serialisation of the children’s edition in the Bath Chronicle, Bristol Evening Post, Swindon Advertiser and Herald Express as well as on BBC online and free copies distributed via Venue magazine.

Brunel 200 

Brunel 200 is responsible for the overall 2006 celebrations. It is an initiative of Bristol Cultural Development Partnership (BCDP). BCDP is a partnership of Arts Council England South West, Bristol City Council and Business West. It promotes long-term cultural development in Bristol. Projects include: At-Bristol, Brief Encounters Short Film Festival, Animated Encounters, Bristol Legible City, the new Bristol Festival of Ideas, and the annual Great Reading Adventure, when everyone is encouraged to read the same book at the same time. BCDP led Bristol’s short listed bid to be European Capital of Culture in 2008. As a result of this work, Bristol was designated one of five British Centres of Culture and made the commitment to deliver as much of the programme in the bid as possible.

Brunel 200 is funded by Arts Council England South West, Bristol City Council and Business West. It is supported by funding from the National Lottery, including over £500,000 from the Urban Cultural Programme (Arts Council England and the Millennium Commission) and a grant of £1,500,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Key sponsors include Discovery Channel, First Great Western, Osborne Clarke and Bond Pearce.

The Brunel 200 website at www.brunel200.com includes extensive background information about Brunel as well as news of activities planned for the celebrations. 

Highlights of the Brunel 200 activities include:

· On Brunel’s birthday weekend, 8-9 April 2006, there will be a procession and street party culminating in the switching on of the new lighting scheme at the Clifton Suspension Bridge.

· Major exhibitions at ss Great Britain, At-Bristol and the City Museum and Art Gallery covering the story of Brunel’s life and work, the science and engineering of Brunel, and the art of the industrial age.

· Free distribution of 100,000 copies of a 96pp graphic biography of Brunel’s life and work for readers aged 11 and upwards. Other publications include Brunel: in love with the impossible, with newly commissioned essays and over 460 illustrations.

· Extensive education programme ensuring that every school child in Bristol will be able to learn about Brunel, visit the exhibitions and Brunel attractions. Other educational projects include reopening the competition to design the Clifton Suspension Bridge for schools and engineers; work to encourage more people – and especially women – to go into engineering; and the placing of 400 artists, scientists and engineers in residence.

· A re-creation of the Royal Dinner of 1843, which launched the ss Great Britain.

· Bristol’s annual Great Reading Adventure in which everyone is being encouraged to read Around the World in Eighty Days, chosen because of its Victorian theme of opening up the world through transport and technology as well as because Jules Verne, its author, sailed on Brunel’s ship, the ss Great Eastern. This has become a South West regional project for 2006 as part of the Brunel 200 celebrations. It is anticipated that 100,000 people at least will participate.

· Wide-ranging activity throughout the South West from Swindon to Penzance, including the July Swindon Brunel Festival. 
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