BRISTOL S

PROJECT LAUNCHED
FRERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRARE
Embargoed to 00.01

Thursday 24 January 2008

Bristol lavnched the world's

largest ever city read -

today with The Bristol antt &

5&0['_[{ —azo0 page piil‘tdl.'ul a -

graphic story telling the ESNB AL

history of Bristol Prom — N

the earliest times to the v.e.e ¢ The launch marks the

Modern day. Over 140,000 T beginning of Bristol's

books and reading guides — g AL Portrait of a Nation

are being given away Pree B A activities: a year-long

in the city. e || ¢ celebration of local

D b identity by young people

that links with Liverpool's
reign as European Capital
oP Culture 2008.

The Bristol Great Reading
Adventure — now in its
sixth year — aims to get

More people reading. The  [ntheir oig cngiiay i+ -
. i glish it
Bristol 8tory presents Bridge Place’. magjing]csiﬁ; 2?1’;5 How did Brycgstoy § 1, P
the history of the city in become Bristoz aling BryCgstow’ quickly 4 gy

a new and excising way, bimes in a proper-job Biato| accent,
accessible to readers of

11 and over. The project g
rons to 31 March 2008. 1t §

- Brigstowgrig.

i5 led by Bristol Culbural ":j D SRRy, g R 2
Development Partnership | oo ue. 2560W- Betongriscongn, o et ooty Y
(BCDP) — Arts Council rgstow.. arscon, " A Frisomnss”  BRIZZLEN

- Bristow.-

England, Bristol City ) H
Council and Business \\é‘
West. _




Andrew Kelly, project
director, said today:

We've
got battles, killer
diseases, daring (or
mad) explorers, Pearsome
pirates, legendary giants,
heroes and villains, riots, sewage,

executions, jokes (some rather
rude, some rather silly), and brain-
iMproving educational bits. The book

tells Bristol's Pascinating story

Prom Millions of Years ago — When
the Bristol dinosaur was still
roaming the land — right
up to today.

Lovis Sherwood,
Chairman oP BCDP added:

This
i another
Pantastic project Which
will help over 100,000
people learn about this
MagniPicent city. This year we
have commissioned ovr own book
— Por the Pirst time — about
the city we live in and all
the people and events
that have made it such
a special place.

The 2008 adventure is linked to the national Portrait of a Nation initiative, led by the Heritage
Lottery Fund and Liverpool Culture Company, in Which young people across the UK are expressing
thoughts and Peelings about their city's heritage and identity through creative participation. One
oP Bristol's contributions to Portrait of a Nation will be Work produced in a series of ¢creative
Workshops in schools and colleges including banners, comic strips, poems/ short stories and
short drama pieces about the area in which the participants live and study. The banners will be on
display in Bristol city centre through the year.

Adrian Tinniswood, Chair of the Heritage
Lottery Fund's south West committee adds:

Portrait
of a Nationis a
vnique partnership of
18 cities, including Bristol,
encouraging young people
to explore what makes their

home town vnique. It's the Pirst
opportunity of its kind Por the UK's
Youth to explore and express
What is special to them about
Where they come Prom, their
local culture, Community
and identity.

I am particularly
excited by the potential
that The Bristol 8tory has
to get people talking about the
¢city's past, as that is the core of
portrait of a Nation — stimolating
debate through creative exploration,
around roots, identity and culture:
Where do we come Prom? How did
we get hereZ Who are we now?
Where are we going? Who
do we want to be?

All publications are distributed Pree of charge. Among those taking part include every member and
oPPicer in Bristol City Council, employees in Airbus UK, Rolls-Royce, Business West, ArnolPini arts
centre, Watershed Media Centre and nearly 70 schools. Readers will also be able to obtain a Pree
Pully illustrated guide, which provides Purther infPormation about Bristol, and copies of a comic

devised Por younger people.




WHAT THEY SAID ABOUT THE BRISTOL STORY

Nick Capaldi, Director, Arts
Council England south West:

The Bristol
Great Reading Adventure
goes Prom strength to
strength. Last year's national
project on slavery and diversity
Was one of the best of the 2007
projects. This Year's Bristol 8tory
promises to have the same level of
iMpact — this time in one city. I'm
especially delighted that a new
book has been commissioned
— one that has excellence
in art and writing at
its heart.

Helen Holland, Leader,
Bristol City Council:

The city council
has always been a
strong supporter of the
Great Reading Adventure. We
live and work in an amazing ¢ity
With an incredible history and this
Year's book promises to teach vs all
about Bristol. I'm delighted that so
Many schools and businesses are
participating and I look Porward
to reading the book myselP, as I
am sure other MeMbers and
OPPicers oP the council
will.

John 4avage, Executive
Chairman, Business West:

The Bristol
reading adventure
is brilliant. Reading and
learning are essential Por
business prosperity and a

better liPe Por all in the city. I'm
delighted that Business West is
participating Pully and that the
whole oP Airbus and Rolls-
Royce, among others, will
be joining in.

kerry McCarthy MP Por Bristol East:

Iamvery
pleased to support
this year's Great Reading
Adventure. It is a tremendous
idea to get 50 many people
reading across the city, and this
year's project, The Bristol story,

is particularly special. I am glad
to see that 50 many schools are
participating, and hope that
this will help encourage
pupils to read more, Por
pleasure as well as in
school.

NOTES TO EDITORS

stephen Williams MP Por Bristol West:

I'M really
passionate about
encouraging children to enjoy
reading. Picking up a book can
take you on a great, adventore that
you'll remember Por iPe. The Bristol
Story is a great way to get everyone,

adults and children alike, interested in
the history of Bristol. Now that work
has started on the new Museum of
Bristol there is an opportunity
to give everyone a thirst Por
More knowledge about the
history of our city.

CONTACTS

Andrew Kelly,

Bristol @Great Reading Adventure
O7778 932 778

andrew .kelly@businesswest.co.uk

The Pollowing are available:
* Images Prom the comic
¥*  Aninterview with the avthors

All can be obtained Prom
Melanie Kelly

01225 470180
bristolreads@btopenworld.com

Bristol's sixth annval Great Reading Adventure runs Prom
Janvary to March ZOO8. The project aims to develop
standards of literacy through the promotion of reading; to
stimulate new Porms of creativity inspired by the reading
experience; to use reading to Pacilitate learning about the
past; and to Poster a sense of shared identity by bringing
diverse communities together in the act of reading. For
2008, the chosen book is a specially commissioned Z0O-page
graphic style history of Bristol by Eugene Byrne and simon
Gurnr called The Bristol 8tory, which traces the rich and
dramatic history oP Bristol Prom the earliest times to the
present day. It is aimed at a readership aged Prom arouvnd 11
and vpwards, and its Mix oP historical research and irreverent
humour appeals to both children and adults. Copies of the
book are being distributed Pree of charge, while stocks last,
to individual members of the public through libraries and
MuseuMs, and local businesses. There is an extensive website
providing detailed background inPormation on Bristol's history,
contributions Prom local people sharing their stories and
Memories oP Bristol, photographs of some of the activities
taking place in schools and downloadable edvcational activity
sheets. The Website is at WWW.bristolreads.com

Between Janvary and March each year, everyone in
Bristol is encouraged to read the same book at the
same tiMe, one that is either set in Bristol, is by a
Bristol avthor, or is about issVes that are of interest
to people in Bristol. Books that have been chosen
since the project was lavnched in 2003 are Robert
Lovis Stevenson's Treasure Island (partially set

in Bristol), John Wyndnam's The Day of the Triffids
(which allowed debate about environmental issves
and @M technology) and Helen Dunmore's The Siege,
Which promoted learning and debate about the Second
World War. In 2006 the project extended across
the South West region as a contribution to Bronel
200 - the year-long programme celebrating the life
and work of the engineer Isambard Kingdom Bronel,
Marking the bicentenary of his birth. The selected
book was Jules Verne's Around the World in Eighty
Days, a classic novel that dramatises the sense

oP excitement and limitless possibilities brovght

by nineteenth-century innovations in transport. In
2007 the book chosen was 8mall Island as part of
the 2007 slavery and diversity commemorations.
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The Bristol 8tory is an initiative of: KEY DATA:
Bristol Cultural Development

Partnership — Arts Council England, 85,000 copies of The Bristol 8tory Will be distributed Pree of charge.
Bristol City Council and Business * 40,000 copies of a Pull-colour, illustrated guide will be distributed Pree
West. OP charge.

* 15,000 comics Por Younger readers will be distributed.
*  Free books are available while stocks last at designated locations

S COy including Bristol libraries and museums, Blackwell on Park street, ArnolPini
A (A and Watershed.
& -— * A programme oP workshops linked to the project will be held in schools and
< - colleges in association with the Portrait of a Nation initiative.

*  An extensive website — WWw.bristolreads.com — was lavnched today and
Will provide news of events taking place as well as Purther information
and links to resources.

PORTRAIT OF A NATION

From dialects to local landmarks, Pashion to Pootball teams, local
traditions to Pamous residents, all cities have their own sense of local
identity, and Portrait of a Nation is giving young people in 18 cities
across the UK the chance to tell their contemporaries across the country
What most matters to them about their city, and what their aspirations
are Por the Puture.

*  This vnique campaigh is being ron doring Liverpool's year-long reign as
the European Capital oP Culture ZOO8 by the Liverpool Culture Company,
17 obher Member cities oP the Urban Cultural Network and the Heritage
Lottery Fund. Importantly, Portrait of a Nation will extend the Capital
oP Culture celebrations beyond Liverpool and Merseyside to involve
CoMMUNities across the UK in activities that will [ast all year. Each of the
17 other cities Will be holding similar showcase events over the next Pew
Months, and the creative Work Prom each city's event will be Ped into a

LOTTERY FUNDED spectacular celebration at the end of 2008 to culminate the year-long
Liverpool European Capital of Culture programme oP events.
A@QB * A Pully interactive website will shortly be going live to give Yyovngsters
across Bristol the chance to interact with their contemporaries
Arts & Business working logether Prom the other cities involved (including OxPord, CardiPP, Brighton and
Norwich), enabling them to develop their ideas through online dialogue and
@ networking, and those conversations will be taking place throughout the
year, until Bristol's very special heritage is represented in Liverpool Por

@ everyone to see.
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