AMAZING GRACE

Mary Hoffman and Caroline Binch
Amazing Grace has sold 1.5 million copies worldwide since its publication in 1991.

Commended for the Kate Greenaway Medal in 1991, 

Amazing Grace has also received the following awards and recommendations:

· Child Education

Best Books of 1991

· Junior Education

Best Books of 1992

· Children’s Books of the Year 1992

· Nottinghamshire Children’s Book Award Shortlist 1992

· Financial Times

Best Books of the Year

· Youth Libraries Group Fair’s Fair - Equal Opportunities Booklist 1996

· Federation of Children’s Book Groups Multicultural Booklist 1997

Amazing Grace was selected for the National Curriculum Key Stage 1 Reading List 1996, 1997, 1998 and 1999.

Amazing Grace is available in the following dual language editions: Vietnamese, Turkish, Arabic, Chinese, Urdu, Gujarati, Punjabi and Bengali.

Amazing Grace has been widely featured on television - the best review came from Paula Danziger on BBC TV’s Live and Kicking (prime time Saturday morning show).

Oprah Winfrey has also discussed Amazing Grace on her television show.

Barbara Bush, when she was America’s First Lady, read Amazing Grace and discussed the story on radio with Miss Piggy of the Muppets.

The Children’s Theatre Project performed a play based on Amazing Grace in the US. In January 1998 the same company put on a play based on the sequel, Grace and Family.

An iconographic film of Amazing Grace is available on video from Weston Woods.

The following is just a selection of the wonderful review coverage it has received:

“One of the outstanding picture books of the year”.
Financial Times

“A crisply understated tale of a girl hooked on stories whose quest to play Peter Pan is helped by her sex but not her colour. Caroline Binch’s vibrant, show-stopping illustrations make it quite clear why Grace gets the part”.


The Times Educational Supplement

“This popular and energetically illustrated story is a good early read-alone. Its message about positive thinking should inspire any child, not just those who, like Grace, happen to be black”.

The Independent on Sunday

“Caroline Binch’s superb illustrations bring to life this story which celebrates not only the power of the imagination and belief in one’s own abilities, but also the supportive structure of family relationships.”











Child Education
“A richly illustrated story that tackles stereotypes sensitively and intelligently”.





The Good Book Guide
“Sensitive story accompanied by Caroline Binch’s excellent illustrations combine to produce an affectionate story”.

The Daily Telegraph

About the Author and Illustrator:

MARY HOFFMAN is a well-known writer and journalist who has actively campaigned against sexism and racism in children’s literature for more than 20 years. She is the author of over seventy children’s books including Grace and Family (the follow-up to Amazing Grace), An Angel Just Like Me, A Twist in the Tai and Starring Grace. 

CAROLINE BINCH has been described by The Guardian as “a superb artist specializing in portraying a vivaciously heightened reality that we can all recognise”. In 1993 her illustrations for Hue Boy, written by Rita Phillips Mitchell, won the Smarties Prize. As well as illustrating the Grace books and New Born, by Kathy Henderson, Caroline has both written and illustrated Gregory Cool and Since Dad Left for Frances Lincoln.

Mary Hoffman 

”The thing I liked best about my Primary School was the stories. I remember my first infant teacher telling us to write a story and to ask her if we needed help with any words. I remember that mine was about a little man who lived inside a tree and I very much enjoyed drawing all the rooms of his house down to the last detail. 

Honeywell was the local school to where I lived with my mother and father and two very much older sisters in a Railway flat in Clapham Junction (my dad worked for the railways at Waterloo). I spent all six years of my primary education there and I loved it. My middle sister went away to boarding school when I was four and my oldest sister died when I was eight, so for a lot of that time I was like an only child.

And what I remember most was the stories and the books. All the teachers read to us or told us made up stories and our Headmaster, Mr Pinder, was a born storyteller. I remember a serial that went on once a week in assembly for what seemed like months, full of espionage and danger and chess-playing special agents. 

In my junior years, I wrote plays, which my friends and I performed in assembly. 

I was an inveterate liar, not being able easily to distinguish between reality and fiction. I still have difficulty with this but have learned honesty over the years. As well as all the stories at school, I went with my father every Saturday afternoon to borrow books from the local library in Lavender Hill, which I thought was a fairy castle, because of its gothic turret. My favourites were the Mary Poppins and Doctor Dolittle series and, later, Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings books, which came out when I was nine and ten and which I read every year until I went to University.

It was a childhood steeped in story and, like Grace, I would act out every story that I loved. I acted out the Battle of Helm’s Deep single-handed and played “Potty Pantomimes” with my middle sister when she was home in the holidays, making myself the heroine while she had to play all the other parts. But when she didn’t want to play, I was like Grace, a cast of thousands. I sometimes think, 85 books later, than my entire writing career grew out of not playing that game as much as I would have liked.

 If anything that I write speaks to children, whether it reflects their daily life or opens up a world previously unimagined, then I shall be happy to know that a love of story has been passed on.”

