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British Empire & Commonwealth Museum

 BICENTENARY LISTINGS ~ SPRING 2007 

1. Exhibitions 

2. Special bicentenary events   

3. Opening times and prices 

1.
EXHIBITIONS  
Permanent Galleries  (ongoing)
The British empire was the largest the world has ever known and at its height covered a quarter of the world’s surface. 

The dramatic story of how Britain's overseas empire evolved into the modern Commonwealth is told through exciting, informative displays, using film, video, sound recordings, authentic artefacts and interactive exhibits. Sixteen galleries present 500 years of history from the perspective of both ruler and ruled, ending with a look at how Britain’s colonial history continues to affect us today.

Entry is included with normal Museum admission.

NEW
BREAKING THE CHAINS  (opens 23rd April 2007)

Slavery, abolition and the making of modern Britain
A ground-breaking exhibition about Britain and the slave trade opens in the Spring to coincide with the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade. The £1 million Heritage Lottery-funded exhibition will act as the centrepiece of the former major slave-trading port's commemoration programme. 'Breaking the Chains' will occupy an entire floor of the British Empire & Commonwealth Museum and has been developed in partnership with Bristol City Council's Museums, Galleries and Archives' service. The exhibition will run for two years. 

Entry is included with normal Museum admission. 

2. 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

Africa – for kids! (17th – 25th February 2007)

Enjoy the sheer vitality, colour, hope and excitement of a Continent as seen through the eyes of a modern African child. Enjoy spectacular half-term entertainment featuring music and dance, live shows, themed indoor attractions and a safari playground. 

Suitable for all ages from three years upwards. Entry is included with normal Museum admission.

Slavery: Unfinished Business (20th February 2007, 7.30pm) 

Take part in a public debate to discuss the challenge of eradicating modern day

slavery and people trafficking. Join human rights campaigners and other keynote speakers to consider what can be done to fight slavery today. Presented in collaboration with Antislavery International.
Suitable for adults. FREE entry. Advance booking strongly recommended. Café and bar available.

African Fusion (24th February 2007, 7pm)

A spectacular costume party celebrating African culture and tradition. Includes great music, live performance, exhibits film and poetry. Special guest appearances from prominent actors and sports personalities. African costume dress optional.

Suitable for adults. Tickets £8 in advance or £10 on the door. Tables of 10 available for £60. To book call 01275 790213. 
Twelve men in a printing shop (10th March 2007, 2.30pm)

Acclaimed author Adam Hochschild talks about the creation of the British antislavery campaign as the prototype for human rights movements around the world. 

Suitable for adults. FREE entry. Advance booking strongly recommended.

3.      OPENING TIMES & PRICES


Opening times  
   

Open 1st January – 31st December, 10.00 – 17.00 every day, except Christmas Day and Boxing Day
Admission Charges – valid until April  

Please note, all exhibitions, events and activities are included within one single Museum admission price, unless otherwise stated. This admission price is:

Adults: £6.95 
    

Children (5-15 yrs): £3.95

Children under 5: Free     

Senior citizens and concessions: £5.95
Family ticket: £16.00   (2 adults and 2 children or 1 adult and 3 children. One adult may be a nominated carer)

All visitors paying the above admission prices are now eligible for a FREE ANNUAL PASS. The pass allows unlimited visits to the Museum galleries and selected events for a whole 12 months.

· Large discounts for groups (10+) and school parties.

· Shop, selling a wide range of souvenirs, books and gifts ideas. 

· Cafe, offering Fairtrade drinks, snacks and light refreshments.

The British Empire & Commonwealth Museum 

Station Approach

Temple Meads 

Bristol

BS1 6QH

T:  0117 925 4980     

E:  bookings@empiremuseum.co.uk

W: www.empiremuseum.co.uk       
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