Small Island Read 2007: Events in Glasgow – Final Figures/ Feedback

	Date and Time
	Event
	Description
	Evaluation Info: Figures and feedback

	Thursday 11 January 

10.30-11.30am
	Mary Hoffman in Glasgow
	Free event for Glasgow schools at the Mitchell Library with the author of Amazing Grace.
	193 children and adults attended.

	Wednesday 31 January

End of day
	Closing date for One Glasgow Many Cultures competition
	Tell us your stories of living in the diverse and exciting city of Glasgow. 
	100 stories received. 

Event during Aye Write with 214 people.



	Opens February (exact date TBC)
	Photographic Exhibition at St Mungo's
	Based on recent photography of the black African population in Glasgow and their contribution to the city.
	

	Monday 5 February

6.30-7.30pm
	Baillieston Book Group


	Open meeting of the Baillieston Book Group to discuss Small Island. All welcome.

Baillieston Library, 141 Main Street, Glasgow, G69 6AA
	8 people

	Friday 9 February

2.30-3.15pm
	Small Island Storytimes for adults at Pollokshaws Library
	Sit back, relax with a cup of tea, and listen as our invited storytellers read their favourite extract from Small Island.

Pollokshaws Library, 50/60 Shawbridge Street, Glasgow, G43 1RW
	18 people attended the 5 sessions, and thoroughly enjoyed the rare (for adults) treat of being read to. Members of staff who did the reading found the experience so positive, they want to do the same in the run up to next year’s book festival.

	Tuesday 13 February 1.30-2.15pm
	Riddrie Book Group
	Open meeting of the Riddrie Book Group to discuss Small Island.  All welcome.

Riddrie Library, 1020 Cumbernauld Road, Glasgow, G33 2QF
	9 people.

Feedback very positive. Mostly everyone liked the book. Lots of comments and ideas.



	Thursday 15 February

2.30-3.30pm
	Elder Park Book Group
	Join the members of Elder Park Book Group at this month’s meeting and discuss Small Island. 

Elder Park Library, 228a Langlands Road, Glasgow, G51 3TZ
	8 people, including 2 who had never been to a book group before and are now going every month.

	Thursday 15 February 

6.30-7.30pm
	Langside Library, 2 Sinclair Drive, Glasgow, G42 9QE
	Open book group meeting for anyone who has read Small Island and wants to share the experience.

Langside Library, 2 Sinclair Drive, Glasgow, G42 9QE
	10 people came along, and are now meeting every month as a new book group –Battlefield Books 

	Friday 16 February

2.30-3.15pm
	Small Island Storytimes for adults at Pollokshaws Library
	Sit back, relax with a cup of tea, and listen as our invited storytellers read their favourite extract from Small Island.

Pollokshaws Library, 50/60 Shawbridge Street, Glasgow, G43 1RW
	See 9th Feb

	Friday 16 February

6.00-7.00pm
	Andrea Levy and Small Island 
	A chance to meet the author all of Glasgow is talking about as part of the Aye Write! Bank of Scotland Book Festival at the Mitchell Library.
	400??

	Saturday 17 February 

5.30-6.30pm 
	Philippe Legrain on the value of immigration
	A session at the Aye Write! Bank of Scotland Book Festival offering some sense and a positive outlook on what is often a highly charged debate.
	

	Tuesday 20 February

3.00-4.00pm
	Drumchapel Book Group
	Join the Drumchapel Book Group at this month’s meeting and discuss Small Island.  

Drumchapel Library, 65 Hecla Avenue,

Glasgow, G15 8LX
	9 people

	Tuesday 20 February 

7.30-9.00pm
	Should we apologise for the past and what will future generations apologise
for on our behalf?
	A debate held at the Aye Write! Bank of Scotland Book Festival with John Gilmore, A C Grayling, Melanie McGrath, Mike Phillips, Clare Short MP
Tony Blair’s expression of regret for the slave trade, following on from the General Synod's apology for their role in the trade, have opened up the question whether we should and can apologise for the past and raises the issue of what future generations will apologise for on our behalf.
	

	Thursday 22 February

2.30-3.30pm


	Pollokshields Library
	Pollokshields Library celebrates its centenary with a special book group meeting to discuss Small Island.  Meet members of Pollokshields long-running group, who championed Small Island during the 2004 Orange Prize.

Pollokshields Library, 30 Leslie Street, Glasgow, G41 2LF
	4 people, including Julia from the Pollokshields Book Group, who championed Small Island at Glasgow Libraries’ Orange Prize shadowing party in 2004 –this won the Glasgow vote as well as the vote of the judges.  

Disappointing that so few people came along to share Julia’s enthusiasm for the book.

	Thursday 22 February 

6.00-7.00pm
	Louisa Waugh and James Walvin on historic and contemporary slavery
	Louisa Waugh, who has spent three years researching and writing a vivid,
unflinching investigation into human trafficking across Europe, discusses contemporary slavery with James Walvin, author of The Trade, the Owner, The Slave, at the Aye Write! Bank  of Scotland Book Festival. 
	

	Friday 23 February

2.30-3.15pm
	Small Island Storytimes for adults at Pollokshaws Library
	Sit back, relax with a cup of tea, and listen as our invited storytellers read their favourite extract from Small Island.

Pollokshaws Library, 50/60 Shawbridge Street, Glasgow, G43 1RW
	See 9th Feb

	Monday 26 February 6.30-7.30pm
	Partick Library
	Open book group meeting for anyone who has read Small Island and wants to share the experience.

Partick Library, 305 Dumbarton Road, Glasgow, G11 6AB
	No one came to this meeting.

	Thursday 1 March 

2.30-3.30pm
	Pollokshaws Library
	Open book group meeting for anyone who has read Small Island and wants to share the experience.

Pollokshaws Library, 50/60 Shawbridge Street, Glasgow, G43 1RW
	No one came to this meeting.

	Friday 2 March

2.30-3.15pm
	Small Island Storytimes for adults at Pollokshaws Library
	Sit back, relax with a cup of tea, and listen as our invited storytellers read their favourite extract from Small Island.

Pollokshaws Library, 50/60 Shawbridge Street, Glasgow, G43 1RW
	See 9th Feb.

	Monday 5 March 

6.00-7.30pm
	Mitchell Library 
	Open book group meeting to discuss Small Island.

Mitchell Library, North Street, Glasgow, G3 7DN.
	7 people.

This session was filmed by Stirling University as part of their project on Devolving Diasporas. The recording will form primary source material for this research project.  Whiteinch and the other Mitchell book groups will be filmed later.

	Friday 9 March

2.30-3.15pm
	Small Island Storytimes for adults at Pollokshaws Library
	Sit back, relax with a cup of tea, and listen as our invited storytellers read their favourite extract from Small Island.

Pollokshaws Library, 50/60 Shawbridge Street, Glasgow, G43 1RW
	See 9th Feb.

	Thursday 15 March – Wednesday 28 May – 
	The Gallery of Modern Art / Graham Fagan Exhibition
	This is an exploration of the connections between Glasgow and Jamaica represented through a commissioned piece of contemporary art.
	

	Sunday 25 March
	Abolition of Slavery Event at Kelvingrove
	A mix of performances such as music, poetry and Capoeira to entertain visitors but also draw their attention to the importance of this date, the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade. The musicians and artists are from the African and South American communities in Glasgow. Capoeira will be performed by Group Abolicao Glasgow and Ayawara, a percussion group, will play West African songs and rhythms on Djembe and Dunun drums. There is also traditional African storytelling with Londi in the Education Suite.
Note: during Black History month in October there will be a programme of events focussing on Pattern and Rhythm and objects from our African Collection such as musical instruments and textiles. See also lunchtime programme of talks throughout March.
	High attendance for family day. Attendance for lunchtime talks ranged from three to 100.  

	

	Forthcoming

	11, 12, 13 April 2007

2.00pm - 3.00pm
	Who were the Lascars? 


	Free gallery talks at St Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art
Lascars were sailors from India, Asia and Africa. By 1901, over 12,000 Lascars lived in Glasgow and they continued to arrive throughout the early 20th century. How were these early newcomers treated by the people of Glasgow?

Across Britain, Lascars worked along side Irish, English and Scottish sailors, often for lower pay, under unequal conditions and in what some have described as 'slave-like' conditions. But many Glaswegians tried to foster positive ties between Glasgow and other parts of the world. 

The talks will be led by Nicola Crawford. Nicola will discuss her research and the personal stories collected from people who were around at the time. 

Meet at the museum information desk. 


	
2 Castle Street, Glasgow G4 0RH 
Phone 0141 553 2557 
Fax 0141 552 4744 
Text phone 0141 552 5754 
www.glasgowmuseums.com 



	Friday 29 June (subject to funding application)
	St Mungo's Re-interpretation Project
	This is a project to encourage members of Glasgow's black African community to re-interpret the museums collections and then mount their own exhibition based on their work.
	

	Friday 17 August
	Glassford Family Portrait, The People’s Palace
	Opening date for an exhibition to identity the mysterious black figure (slave or servant?) that has been partly obscured and excised from the portrait of a wealthy Glasgow tobacco baron and family in the later 18th century.
	

	Late autumn/ winter 2007
	Burrell Collection, Mind-Forged Manacles: slavery and the visions of William Blake. 
	This is a travelling exhibition of prints and drawings by William Blake.
	

	Closed events 
	
	
	

	January
	Royal Scottish National Orchestra
	All musicians and staff at the RSNO took part in Small Island Read and the orchestra was photographed for publicity.
	150 people took part

	January-March
	Eastbank Academy
	The school joined the reading adventure with staff and pupils reading either Small Island or Refugee Boy.
	60 people took part

	January-March
	Notre Dame High School
	The school joined the reading adventure with staff and pupils reading either Small Island or Refugee Boy. 
	200 people took part

	30th January
	Kelvindale Book Group
	
	9 people took part

	February
	Anniesland Book Group
	
	12 people took part

	February
	Barlinnie Prison
	The Barlinnie Prison librarian organised a book group.
	20 people took part

	February
	Gallowhill Sheltered Housing
	Residents read and discussed the book
	12 people took part

	February
	Hillhead Book Group 3
	
	8 people took part

	February
	Easthall Primary School
	The staff of a primary school discussed Small Island in the staff room.
	10 people took part

	February
	East Renfrewshire Book Groups
	All 10 reading groups run by neighbouring library authority East Renfrewshire took part in the reading adventure, when they all read the book and discussed it at their February meetings.  This was the first time they’d all read the same book at the same time.
	100 people took part

	February
	IT Morrison Street
	Workplace book group
	3 people took part

	February
	Kilmarnock Ladies
	A bridge club collected their Herald vouchers and thoroughly enjoyed the book.  One of them then took her copy to her son in Australia.
	5 people took part

	February
	Kirsten Ballantine Book Group
	
	14 people took part

	February
	Scottish Enterprise Glasgow
	Workplace Book Group
	15 people took part

	February
	Scottish Refugee Council
	Workplace book group.
	15 people took part. 

“It was the most interesting discussion we’ve had so far, so thank you very much for letting us take part”.

	February
	Social Work North
	Workplace book group
	12 people took part

	February
	Material PR Company
	Workplace book group
	10 people took part

	February
	Strathclyde LLL Book Group
	
	20 people took part

	4th February
	Hillhead Sunday Group
	
	7 people took part

	5th February
	Hillhead Monday Group
	
	10 people took part

	15th February
	Hillhead Crime Book Group
	
	10 people took part

	February-March
	Langside Book Groups
	Copies of the books went to the various book groups who meet in Langside Library or use the Books to Go for Book Groups service
	75 people took part

	March
	Helen Benzie Book Group
	
	10 people took part

	March
	Land Services Citywide Projects
	Workplace one-off book group
	10 people took part

	13th March
	Breast Cancer Care Book Group
	Workplace book group
	15 people took part

	23rd March
	Ex Libris Book Group 
	This group of Herald readers from Ayr saved up their vouchers to discuss Small Island at their February meeting
	10 people took part

	29th March
	Whiteinch Book Group
	This session was filmed by Stirling University as part of their project on Devolving Diasporas. The recording will form primary source material for this research project.  Both Mitchell book groups are also taking part.
	12 people took part

	11th April
	Mitchell Book Group
	This session will be filmed by Stirling University as part of their project on Devolving Diasporas. The recording will form primary source material for this research project.  Whiteinch and the other Mitchell book group are also taking part.
	


Additional figures and feedback

Small Island quotes

“Riveting – really held my interest though not my usual choice of book.  I’ve given it to a friend to read” –a customer at Partick Library, Glasgow

“I enjoyed the book very much and particularly liked having the story from the point of view of different characters. When reading Gilbert's account of events I could hear his voice in my head with his very distinctive pronunciation and accents.
I was a bit disappointed at the ending as I felt it was too contrived to be true.” - Lynne Healy, Glasgow Libraries

“Very interesting” - Mrs. Helen Hutton, a customer at Milton Library, Glasgow

Here in Glasgow people loved getting their own copy free and loans were not at all popular. I added 10 lending copies to most libraries (300 in total) in case free copies ran out, but the free copies held up well -I'd say the number supplied was perfect -and we only had 307 loans (Jan -65; Feb -130; Mar -112). Earlier loan info is not available.

We bought 10 large print and 10 spoken word (6 CD; 4 cassette). We already had a few of each. Issues for large print copies =70; spoken word =50.

 

Feedback from staff:

Great project, it was brilliant to see the books fly off the shelves, helped by such strong publicity in The Herald. The timing was good too as it really caught the imagination of people in the run up to Aye Write, and allowed all the community libraries to be involved in the festival. Many people re-read the book and many more discovered it for the first time.  We particularly enjoyed comments from people who said it wasn't the sort of book they'd have picked for themselves, but they gave it a go and now were passing their copy on to a friend urging them to read it too. Book supplies worked very smoothly, quantities suited us perfectly, although we didn't need so many posters.
Refugee Boy distributed to all 29 secondary schools and at events.
Amazing Grace to some primary schools, including a copy to each child who came to hear Mary Hoffmann.

 

Displays - every library (35) had a display.  
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