Small Island Read 2007: Events in Liverpool and the North West: Final Figures and Feedback
	Date and Time
	Event
	Description
	Evaluation Info: Figures and Feedback

	Thursday 11 January 

noon-1.00pm
	Andrea Levy in Liverpool I
	Official launch event at Maritime Museum.
	50

	Thursday 11 January 

6.00-7.30pm
	Andrea Levy in Liverpool II
	Public event with Andrea Levy at Central Library
	250

	Tuesday 20 January

4.00-5.00pm
	Twilight Session – for teachers
	Session for Liverpool Heads of English – find out about the Small Island Read and get free books!
	15

	Tuesday 20  February

8.00pm
	Heart Beats Poetry Night
	Afro-Caribbean Poetry Night with Michelle Scally Clarke and Anthony Joseph
	50

	Tuesday 6 March

1.00-3.00pm
	Caribbean Reading Group 
	Runs for 15 weeks with free Caribbean food at the first session. Come and read Small Island and Caribbean poetry with us or just sit back and listen
	15

	Thursday 8 March 1.00pm
	‘Why did the British abolish the slave trade?’ 
	Lecture at Liverpool Hope University by Professor James Walvin, University of York
	

	Thursday 8 March

To 31 March
	Liverpool Reads/ Sola Arts: creative responses to ‘Refugee Boy’ by Benjamin Zephaniah. 


	See exhibition of work by Clubmoor Youth Centre, Walton Project Post, the Al-Ghazali Centre, and Blackmoor Park Junior School. 

Rotunda College

109 Great Mersey Street, Liverpool, L5 2PL

Opening times: Mon – Thurs: 9am – 8pm / Fri: 9am – 6pm
	Project developed with 42 young people.

	Tuesday 13 March 1.00pm
	‘Merchants in the Liverpool Slave Trade’
	Lecture at Liverpool Hope University by Dr David Pope, Honorary Research Fellow, Liverpool Hope University
	

	Thursday 22 March 1.00pm
	‘Robert Bostock, Liverpool slave ship captain and merchant’
	Lecture at Liverpool Hope University by Denise Jones, Postgraduate Research Student, Liverpool Hope University
	

	Friday 30 March

12.30-2.00pm
	Food For Thought
	Discuss Small Island over lunch at the University of Liverpool (free)
	65

	Tuesday 24 April 
1.00pm
	‘Liverpool and the operation of the slave trade’
	Lecture at Liverpool Hope University by Anthony J. Tibbles, Keeper of the Merseyside Maritime Museum
	

	Other events
	
	
	

	
	Bluecoat Project
	Young Afghanistani asylum seekers took part in textiles project
	10

	
	Riverside/Kensington Comm Fields Association drama
	Drama project about Refugee Boy in community centre
	15

	
	Vauxhall Reader in Residence
	A project worker from The Reader will be in residence at a doctor's surgery for a year conducting various projects
	over 1000

	
	Basic Skills reading groups
	Project worker will be running reading groups in Basic Skills groups around Liverpool
	40

	
	Training for groups
	Community groups and schools were trained up to run their own reading groups
	50

	
	Sola Arts reading group
	Reading group with the refugee artists
	10

	
	Asylum Link reading group
	Reading group with refugee and asylum seekers
	5

	
	Library creative writing project
	Liverpool primary schools did a creative writing project around Refugee Boy
	122

	
	Penny Readings
	Public paid 1p to hear readings from Small Island and other books - Caribbean steel band
	500

	
	Walton Neurological Centre reading group
	Reading group 
	12

	
	Mentoring Project
	8 Liverpool schools reading Refugee Boy together
	160

	
	New Heys writing project
	Writing project with young Somalis
	12


Additional feedback and figures

Blackburn Libraries:

February's book was 'Small Island' by Andrea Levy- Most of group found it skips about at the beginning (it is our first one ) but once in to it enjoyed the story as it unfolds with an unexpected twist towards the end. White members recalled when they first saw a coloured person and our Asian friend told of her experience of being different when her family first arrived. How things have changed.

 

I also Bookcrossed a lot of copies and one actually got picked up!!

A fine piece of historical writing . Catching the narrow culture of pre war London. Revealing and superbly researched, I was well engrossed and read it in a couple of sittings . Made me a little wiser of what the difficulties were facing post war Londoners and the horrors that migrant workers had to face handle and put up with. Excellent

Liverpool Project Worker:

At Rocket Training, where I have been doing a group with young people 16-18 who are ‘Not engaged in employment or training’ I have read out the wedding night passage of Small Island.  It kept them quiet and listening, which is something!  One girl also started Refugee Boy on her own, and seemed moved by it.  I have subsequently heard her challenging a racist statement from another group member, which may of course ultimately come from her own convictions, but which may have been influenced by the book.

We have also taken them to linked activities – the Asylum installation at the Rotunda, where they participated in discussions, and yesterday to Kindertransport at the Playhouse.

They are not always very forthcoming about enjoying the things we do with them, but there is evidence that these activities and texts are opening their minds to experiences outside their own.

Liverpool Project Worker:

Regarding the title 'Small Island' - Ridgeway GIR group plan to do it straight after they have finished Much Ado about Nothing. There are currently nine members and I have a copy for each. 

I am also planning to do it with my West Kirby Library monthly reading group in the summer. We have given out 22 free copies as a result of the voucher in the Echo at West Kirby Library.

Knowsley: 

Books were given out in branches though the voucher scheme with the Liverpool Echo. Books were also given to Chief Executive  and other Senior Staff.  Two replied with thanks and to say that they had already read it and would pass the book on.
Reviews:

Margo McDonough: 
Small Island is a social history of racial feelings towards black emigrants who settled here in England during the forties and fifties. 

Although desirous of their skills to help the employment problems resulting from a shortage of manpower, their colour and culture proved to be a source of racial disharmony among many of the inhabitants of this small island.

Small island is Jamaica and the story is told through the eyes of Gilbert and Hortense. How they overcome prejudices and racial violence to find peace with the help of Queenie who sees the person not the skin. Bernard her husband is the typical arch villain – bigoted, lonely and misunderstood.

The ending is bittersweet, with Gilbert and Hortense adopting Queenie’s black baby whose father is Michael Roberts. Hortense’s cousin who she thinks died in the war. Moving and skilfully written the story is both well written and informative.

The additional reference book provides a useful background of the history of the slave trade.

Reading Group Review:
A very compelling tale of the days when bigotry and ignorance were part of life but the humour and passion abound. The author has captured the times. All in all, a very good book and a deserved winner.

Gina Speakman: 
Small Island raises so many issues which appeared when native Jamaicans first came to Britain in 1948 seeking work. Poignant moments are well told when both Gilbert and Hortense came with such high hopes – only to have them dashed so quickly. The kindness of the lady who gave Gilbert cough sweets almost overwhelmed him. Andrea Levy deals with great depth the feelings of all the characters. The pictures she draws of Queenie and Bernard are equally funny, poignant and moving.

It is a compassionate account of the four characters problems but is also a well constructed, flowing story with an expected twist at the end.

Huyton Reading Group: 

16th February 10 people

Very positive reaction to the book. They all enjoyed reading it and discussed various aspects such as;

· few black people in Knowsley 

· teaching qualifications after the War

· immigration from Eastern Europe now

· reactions to black G.I.s – recollection of American bases in North West during the War.

Several completed evaluation forms and two people who could not attend wrote reviews.

Kirkby Reading Group:

1st March 4 people

Again they enjoyed reading the book. They were interested in the black characters and reminisced about black individuals that they had known at the time. They did not find the white characters convincing, possibly because the characters were Londoners. For example, in Kirkby ‘queen’ is used as a term for a woman like ‘love’ and so they thought it was odd for it to be used as a woman’s name. 

Prescot Reading Group:

5th March 12 people

Everyone enjoyed the book.  They appreciated being able to see events though the eyes of the black characters and were very sympathetic. Some of the group who dislike literary novels, especially prize-winners, were the most enthusiastic.

Several completed evaluation forms and one lady had written a review.

News from Rochdale Libraries - activity on World Book Day:
 

Also on the day A Grand Reading Group event took place at Alkrington Library to which all reading groups in the Borough, both library based and private were invited. Those interested in attending had been given a copy of ‘Small Island’ by Andrea Levy to read in advance, kindly donated through Time To Read and the Small Island Reads project. The evening proved extremely popular, the discussions being lively and enhanced by a glass of wine or two. One participant said ‘Great opportunity to share views and opinions and experiences of reading. Learned a lot about ‘Small Island’ that I hadn’t appreciated through my first reading’.

 

St. Helens Libraries:

150 books received.

48 sent out to St. Helens Councillors

12 sent to Chief Executive and Chief Officers.

1 sent to our Equalities Officer

6 sent to other “interested parties”

3 sent to Head of Library Services. (she had 1, then asked for 2 more for colleagues/neighbour!)

Remainder of copies split into 3 collections – to be loan copies. Two of these collections to be circulated around all our libraries throughout the year.

Two of our Reading groups are reading it (many read it last year)

Feedback from the donated copies:-

1. “ Thank you very much for the book and reading guide – thank you for thinking of me. We have actually read this in our reading group but I didn’t choose it at the time so I will look forward to reading it. (from a colleague who belongs to a “private” reading group)

2. “Thank you so much. I look forward to reading and talking about it. It’s also so relevant to our drive to celebrate diversity and promote tolerance and understanding etc through our adult learning curriculum.” (from a colleague in Adult & Community Learning.)

3. “I've just discovered my copy of the book, which I'd inadvertently buried, and realised that I'd never thanked you for it. Thanks very much, I'll promote it.….” (from one of our Chief Officers)
Reviews from Rainhill Reading Group:

“I thought it was so clever – the way the 4 voices and viewpoints were used”.

“ liked the different characters – empathized with them ….they were fully rounded characters”.

“…what really stood out for me was the prejudice of people …..”.

“… I really disliked Hortense .. .. Queenie appealed to me much more ….shows the strength of Levy’s characterization”.

Liverpool Libraries: 
	No of copies Small Island received by Library Service
	6200

	No of copies distributed through libraries  (23 sites including Central & Mobile Lib Service)
	4885

	No of copies to HMP Liverpool (Walton)
	100

	No of copies distributed at various Lib events – via Head of Service, author event 11/1/07, Open Days, Reading groups etc.
	515



	Total number of copies distributed through libraries
	5500

	No of copies put into library stock
	92

(1.48%)

	No of copies left in storage
	608


NB: 300 copies went to Merseytravel. These came from Bluecoat but collected from Central Library.

Issues of Small Island:

July – Dec 2006: 100
Jan – Mar 2007: 210
· All libraries featured a promotional display highlighting Small Island from Jan 11th to Mar 31st. 

· Libraries offered free reservations if no copy available to borrow.

· Small Island reading book for several library run Reading Groups.

· Free copies of Small Island distributed through all branch libraries.

· Central Library hosted a ‘Meet the Author’ event on 11th Jan. 182 people attended plus 30 library staff, Liverpool Reads volunteers & helpers. 

· 5 Creative Writing workshops were held in 2 Community Libraries. 122 Year 5 children attended the sessions & used the themes in Refugee Boy (Refugees & asylum seekers; displacement; identity & self; community etc) to create their own written work. Children worked in pairs or small groups & performed their pieces in turn to the whole group. Library has collated written work into small booklets.

Sefton Libraries: 

On behalf of Sefton Libraries here is a quick overview of SMALL ISLAND 'activity'.

We received 150 cc of the book with guides on 10th of January. Of these 100 cc went straight out to our 13 libraries to be passed on to
library users who had seen details of the promotion across Merseyside Press. Our libraries are located at the following areas - Ainsdale,
Aintree, Birkdale, Bootle, Churchtown, College Road, Crosby, Formby, Litherland, Maghull, Netherton, Orrell, Southport. The feedback from
this has been good and I've not heard of any libraries having a surplus remaining.

A further 10 cc have been collected as a reading group set for future use at any reading group within Sefton. Given it's previous success,
all of our existing library reading groups had already read the title, but I am sure the 'set' will come in useful in the future.

6cc went to Lily Garland, who works for both Aintree Youth Centre and Stafford Moreton Youth Centre, for discussion amongst independent
teenage groups.

3cc went to members of the teenage reading group at Crosby Library. They felt that it was rather a sophisticated read for their age group
(13/14 yrs) but were particularly impressed by the quality of the Reader's Guide which accompanies the book, which they thought was very
interesting.

10cc to Lizzie Lovell for the Creative Alternatives reading group

6cc to Bootle Library for a new reading group.

So we only have a few spare copies left at Sefton Libraries, which we are keeping at our stock services unit in case we receive any further
requests from the local community. I will pass on any further feedback to you should we receive reports from the various groups which received
copies.

The promotion has obviously spurred a great interest in the title. In the last month to today we have had 63 issues of our existing lending
stock of SMALL ISLAND - an excellent figure for a book which was originally published 4 years ago. 

On a personal note, I had not previously read SMALL ISLAND myself, but I found it to be a richly rewarding book.  I loved the voices of the key narrators and thought the details of a cold and bleak wartime Britain contrasted beautifully with the lush environment of the Caribbean.  It's
a very poignant novel of alienation which raises many thoughtful insights into the experience of immigration - very relevant to the Britain of today.

Halton:

Small Island Reads has worked very well in Halton and we have only 30-50 copies left of the 500.

We sent a copy to every councillor and other prominent members of the local authority - 50 aprox
Reading Groups - all 10 Reading Groups got 15 copies and will be meeting up to discuss the book in a special Small Islands evening during the
forthcoming Halton Literature Festival - 150 copies
We released 50 copies into the wild via the Book crossing website on World Book day - 50 copies
We used the book as part of our membership drive and gave people a free copy when they joined - aprox 200 maybe more - as still waiting for
figures to come through from other branches.
We are incorporating Small Island into a number of forthcoming events including 'Africa Day' and 'Go Wild on Wigg Island' this summer and any remaining copies will be available to the public.

Distribution of copies from Liverpool across the North West libraries
	Authority
	Quantity of Books
	Quantity of Guides

	
	
	

	Blackburn
	50
	100

	Blackpool
	150
	200

	Bolton
	100
	200

	Bury
	100
	200

	Cheshire
	300
	400

	Cumbria
	500
	700

	Halton
	100
	200

	Knowsley
	100
	200

	Lancs
	500
	700

	Manchester 
	100
	200

	Oldham
	200
	300

	Rochdale
	100
	200

	Salford
	100
	200

	Sefton
	150
	200

	St Helens
	50
	100

	Stockport
	300
	500

	Tameside
	50
	100

	Trafford
	100
	200

	Warrington
	50
	100

	Wigan
	50
	100

	Wirral 
	150
	200

	Total
	3,200
	5,300


Distribution points for books from Liverpool to local organisations
	Al-ghazali Arabic Centre

	Blackburne House - women's education centre

	Brunswick Youth Club

	Central Youth Club

	City Church

	Clubmoor Youth Group

	Community Centres across Merseyside

	Croxteth Gems Youth Group

	Get into Reading - reading project across the Wirral

	Granby Adult Learning Centre

	Harthill Youth Centre

	Jaguar Factory

	Kensington Community Learning Centre

	Kensington Regeneration

	Kensington Surestart

	Key Stage 3 English Coordinators

	Libraries across the city

	Liverpool colleges and universities

	Liverpool primary and secondary schools

	Merseytravel

	Multicultural organisation, Lauries Centre, Wirral

	NACRO Liverpool Moves Project

	Newsham Adult Education Centre

	Picton Neighbourhood Resource Centre

	Picton Sure Start

	Quynny's Caribbean Restaurant

	Riverside Housing Directors

	Riverside Housing Head Office

	Riverside offices: Community Seven

	Sola Arts - refugee artists organisation

	St Cyprian with Christ Church

	Stagecoach

	Swan Centre - women's education centre

	Walton Project Post Youth Group

	WAM Friendship Centre
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