Small Island Read 2007: Events in Bristol and the South West: Final Figures/ Feedback
	Date and Time
	Event
	Description
	Evaluation Info: Figures and Feedback

	Thursday 11 January 

9.30-10.00am
	Lord Mayor on school visit in Bristol
	Lord Mayor, Cllr Peter Abraham, and Lady Mayoress visit Hannah More Primary School for a reading of Mary Hoffman’s Amazing Grace
	Private event and press photo op with group of pupils that was featured in Evening Post’s coverage of launch.

	Thursday 11 January 10.15-11.20am
	Launch event at British Empire and Commonwealth Museum, Bristol
	Programme of readings from Small Island and other works linked to the project for invited audience.
	Approx 50 people attended this invitation only event. Comments: ‘A wonderful event’, ‘I thought it was an excellent event’, ‘Congratulations – a really successful  enjoyable launch’, ‘Your launch for Small Island was great – the time absolutely flew by because it was so entertaining!’, ‘If you'd bought a ticket for that on a Saturday night you’d think you’d had a really good night out.’

	Thursday 11 January 

Poole Central Library 11.00am

Creekmoor Library 2.15pm
	Launch day activities with Poole Libraries
	Come along to hear book extracts and poetry reading from Dorset poet, Louisa Parker and enjoy suitably exotic refreshments.  Pick up a reading guide and your free copy of Small Island to read and pass on.
	Attendance about 25 at each. Readings from Small Island, Benjamin Zephaniah’s work and poetry from Louisa Parker. Well received and very successful feel to the occasion.

	Thursday 11 January

11.00 am 

	Launch at Treliske Hospital (Royal Cornwall Hospital Trust)
	Staff and patients opportunity to join the Small Island Read: 100 books and guides to be shared in three hospitals.
	Approximately 12 staff + a few patients assisted with this launch at a busy haematology clinic. A good photo opportunity, despite pressure on nursing staff and it did make the paper. Well  

	Thursday 11 January

3.00pm
	Launch day activities at Falmouth Library
	Jamaican sunshine with tropical refreshments and entertainment, including readings by Falmouth poets from Small Island and other delights.
	30 attended the launch event and more books were given to readers passing through. We were joined by poet/author Caroline Carver who grew up in Jamaica, illustrator of Amazing Grace Caroline Binch, the Learning Officer fro Cornwall Record Office and staff from Falmouth Art Gallery. Caroline and I  gave a brief introduction, followed by some Caribbean poetry and a short talk of Jamaican connections from the CRO. The book and guide were well received and there was interest expressed in local stories connected to the Slave Trade and Abolition. 

	Friday 26 January

10.30am
	Eastville Library, Muller Road, Bristol Reading Group
	This is the first meeting of the group and they will be discussing Small Island. New members are welcome.
	

	Thursday 8 February 

5.45-7.00pm
	Central Library Bristol Reading Group
	The group will be discussing Small Island this evening. New members always welcome.
	

	Thursday 8 February 

6.45pm
	Book Launch at Bridport Arts Centre
	Salt-sweat & Tears by poet Louisa Adjoa Parker will be launched this evening at 
Bridport Arts Centre 9 South St, Bridport, Dorset, DT6 3NR.  


Please arrive by 6:45pm. Refreshments available from the cafe. 


This is a chance to hear Louisa read and to buy this already critically acclaimed collection. If you can't make the launch you can purchase the book direct from the website  www.cinnamonpress.com for £7.99 inc p+p.
	

	Wednesday 14 February 
	Poetry reading by Louisa at Hamworthy Library 
	Joint meeting of reading groups discussing Small Island.
	Attendance – 12. Enthusiastic response and Q & A session. Small Island copies given away and some copies of Louisa’s book sold.

	Wednesday 21 February 

1.30pm - 2pm

	Littlemoor Library, Dorset, Children's Small Island Event
	Small Island rhymes and stories
	

	Wednesday 21 – Friday 23 February

See ‘Description’ for times


	Library workshops for halfterm in Bristol with poet and performer Mike Ratnett.
	Wednesday 21 February 

Lawrence Weston 10.30 - 12noon Wednesday 21 February 

Central Library 2.30 - 4pm 
Thursday 22 February  

Bedminster 10.30 - 12noon 
Thursday 22 February 

Henbury 2.30 - 4pm 
Friday 23 February 

St Pauls 10.30 - 12noon 
Friday 23 February 

Knowle 2.30 - 4pm. 
	41 people in total attended these events

	Thursday 22 February 2.30pm - 3pm
 

	Shaftesbury Library, Dorset, Children's Small Island Event
	Small Island storytime
	

	Friday 23 February 2.15pm -2.45pm


	Verwood Library, Dorset, Children's Small Island Event
	Small Island Storytime
Come and listen to stories from around the world.
With special guest TREATS toy library.
Aimed at the under 5's
	28 children & adults from Berrycoombe School attended a storytime and presentation from Caroline Binch, a History Detective workshop from Cornwall Record Office and a look at some Jamaican art, photos & artefacts with the library manager who spent some of his youth on a coffee plantation in Jamaica and is descended from a Governor of Jamaica. An additional 10 adults came to look at the website and display. The school was appreciative of the session which fitted in with their diversity curriculum. 

	Wednesday 28 February 

7.30pm
	Andrea Levy in Bristol
	Event organised by Bristol Libraries at the Council House, College Green, Bristol. Interview by Sara Davies, BBC.
	

	Wednesday 28 February

7.30pm
	Christchurch Library Talk, Dorset
	My Personal Journey: Slavery to Reconciliation: With the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade approaching, Bill Grimke-Drayton recounts his remarkable journey from Christchurch to South Carolina to explore his family's roots.

Tickets are £2.50.
	

	Friday 3 March 10.30am -12.00pm
 

	Weymouth Library, Dorset, Children's Small Island Event
	Fantastic Family Fun based on 'Handa's Surprise'
	

	Monday 6 March 

5.30-7.30pm
	Bradley Stoke Library, South Gloucestershire
	You are welcome to attend an open meeting at Bradley Stoke Library when the group will discuss Small Island.         
	

	Friday 9 March 

2.15pm -2.45pm


	Christchurch Library, Dorset, Children's Small Island Event
	Small Island Storytime
Come and listen to stories from around the world.
With special guest TREATS toy library.
Aimed at the under 5's
	

	Wednesday 14 March

2.00pm
	Blandford Library, Dorset, Readers’ Event
	Have you read Andrea Levy’s Small Island? If so come along to our Dorset Libraries Small Island Reader’s Event, a chance to share your views and find out what other readers thought about this award-winning book.
	

	Friday 16 March

2.00pm
	Lyme Regis Library, Dorset, Readers’ Event
	Have you read Andrea Levy’s Small Island? If so come along to our Dorset Libraries Small Island Reader’s Event, a chance to share your views and find out what other readers thought about this award-winning book.
	

	Friday 22 March 10.45am -11.15am


	Weymouth Library, Dorset, Children's Small Island Event
	Storytime for under - 5's with the Treats Toy Library
	

	Friday 23 March

TBC
	Bodmin Library, Cornwall, Small Island day
	A varied programme to include a guided tour of the Small Island website for library visitors, a talk and display from Cornwall Record Office and a talk/ workshop with Caroline Binch (illustrator of Amazing Grace).
	22 children, 5 teachers & helpers, 5 other adults + passing visitors viewed the Record Office display

	Saturday 24 March

10.00am – 3.00pm
	Readers’ Day at University of Bristol
	Small Island Read 2007 is be supporting Bristol University's third 
Readers' Day. Three authors will be attending:  Gautam Malkani, author of Londonstani; Romesh Gunesekera, whose latest book is The Match; and Segun Afolabi, whose novel Goodbye Lucille is forthcoming. 

It will be just £10 to attend, which includes a full day of discussion and author events, a free book and lunch!


	

	Friday 27 March 2.30pm - 3.00pm
 


	Sherborne Library, Dorset, Children’s Small Island Event
	Small Island Storytime
Come and listen to stories from around the world.
With special guest TREATS toy library.
Aimed at the under 5's
	

	Friday 27 March 
	Presentation at Hamworthy Library 


	Winner of the Small Island Prize Quiz.
	

	Wednesday 28 March

10.30am
	Littlemoor Library, Dorset, Readers’ Event
	Have you read Andrea Levy’s Small Island? If so come along to our Dorset Libraries Small Island Reader’s Event, a chance to share your views and find out what other readers thought about this award-winning book.
	

	Wednesday 28 March

7.30pm
	Gillingham Library, Dorset, Readers’ Event
	Have you read Andrea Levy’s Small Island? If so come along to our Dorset Libraries Small Island Reader’s Event, a chance to share your views and find out what other readers thought about this award-winning book.
	

	Thursday 29 March


	Abolition event at Rossmore Library 
	Organised by DEED (Development Education in Dorset). Includes an introduction to the Dorset Black History Project, poetry reading, recording of black and ethnic minority people’s reminiscences of growing up in Dorset,  and  hand-printing on fabric. We also have display and educational materials about the film Amazing Grace. 
	Attendance fairly small (6) but responsive audience and good dialogue. Press photographer attended.

	Friday 30 March

TBC
	Saltash Library, Cornwall, Small Island day
	A guided tour of the Small Island website for adult visitors and a talk to a visiting school by Caroline Binch (illustrator of Amazing Grace).
	60 children + 4 staff from Brunel School came to listen to Caroline Binch and look at the life of a picture book. For those with a Caribbean setting, this means a research trip befriending the local population and landscape, lots of photographs (mainly black & white); drawing from the photos when back in her Cornish studio, followed by detailed watercolours on specially prepared paper, all designed to accommodate the text. Children were fascinated by seeing the original artwork and the realisation that all Caroline’s picture book characters are real people. We were able to conjure up an interesting Small Island display with SI posters, Caroline’s books, records of petitions from Cornish towns against the Slave Trade as well as sinister business accounts from Cornish estates plus some real, growing sugar cane, courtesy of the Eden Project. These children were well prepared and knew of the ex-slave and musician Joseph Emidy who settled in Cornwall. They had also made their own pastel drawings of Emidy.

Another 10 adults attended a discussion group on Small Island later in the day. This was very successful and attracted a mix of people including some who are not yet members of a book group. Only 1 of the 10 hadn’t got on with the book. Most thought it marvellous and very true (a retired teacher in the 75+ age group) and it had persuaded a male reader back into fiction reading, rather than his usual biographies in his quest for social history.  

	Friday 30 March

5.45pm
	Upton Library Readers’ Event, Dorset
	Have you read Andrea Levy’s Small Island? If so come along to our Dorset Libraries Small Island Reader’s Event, a chance to share your views and find out what other readers thought about this award-winning book.
	

	Saturday 31 March 2.30pm - 3.30pm

	Highcliffe Library, Dorset, Chatterbooks group
	With a multi-cultural Small Island theme
	

	Monday 2 April 

5.30pm - 6.30pm

	Highcliffe Library, Dorset, Chatterbooks group
	With a multi-cultural Small Island theme
	



Additional miscellaneous figures and feedback:

Bath & North East Somerset

The reader guides have had generally positive reception, although some people were confused about the slavery angle, not really getting what this has to do with Small Island. I think a lot were taken by (private) reading groups, who have then all borrowed the book and discussed it using the reader guide.

 

In terms of comments about the book itself:

“I can’t believe that Britain was so bigoted so recently”

“Although people may rail against Political Correctness it’s better than the 50s”

“My Gran talked about ‘the Coloureds’ who lived down the street – its good that these days are over”

“The plot was not great, but the descriptions of what life must have been like for the Windrush generation make the book worth reading”

“I wouldn’t have read this had it not been promoted, and am pleased that I did!”

 

I have paraphrased, but these are the reports that I have received.
The following is a review written by a reader: 
“I read this book in 2006. So for the review I re-read it in 2007. This was rather laborious but I enjoyed all of it except Bernard’s story which had to be told but was a bit tedious.

I liked the way it came full circle from Hortense being adopted – to her adopting (unbeknown) Michael Roberts’ baby. I hope she is told eventually!!

The story really gave a glimpse of Jamaica. Mr Philip preaching and praying. Michael going to boarding school and Hortense to local school. The education and dedication to the Motherland, but the rejection when they came here to live after the war.

Easily forgotten today in our multicultural society. Very well researched and written and very poignant ending with the black baby being given away.”
	Branch
	Oct 06
	Nov 06
	Dec 06
	Jan 07
	Feb 07
	Mar 07
	Apr 07
	Totals

	Mobile Libraries
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	3
	 
	4

	BANES Council Connect
	 
	 
	 
	2
	39
	42
	5
	88

	Bath Central Library
	9
	9
	6
	209
	201
	168
	21
	623

	Callpoint - B&NES
	 
	 
	 
	1
	11
	4
	 
	16

	Keynsham Library
	 
	 
	 
	45
	53
	74
	13
	185

	Midsomer Norton Library
	1
	1
	2
	18
	26
	33
	1
	82

	Moorland Road Library
	1
	1
	1
	16
	18
	16
	 
	53

	Paulton Library
	 
	 
	 
	10
	6
	2
	 
	18

	Radstock Library
	 
	 
	1
	12
	8
	6
	 
	27

	Saltford Library
	 
	 
	 
	9
	13
	5
	 
	27

	Weston (Bath) Library
	 
	 
	 
	12
	15
	16
	 
	43

	Totals
	11
	11
	10
	334
	391
	369
	40
	1166

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Allocation for loan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B&NES Mobile Libraries
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bath Central Library
	150
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Keynsham Library
	70
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Midsomer Norton Library
	30
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Moorland Road Library
	15
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paulton Library
	15
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Radstock Library
	15
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saltford Library
	20
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Weston (Bath) Library
	15
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	330
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gifts to Reading Groups
	70
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Notes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mobile Libraries were not given any this year - there was minimal interest last year.
	
	

	Council Connect & Callpoint give the figures for telephone and internet renewals only
	
	

	No extra material was purchased for this event.
	
	
	
	
	
	


I think that this project was more successful than last year’s, with smaller issues, but with less stock!
Bristol 

	2007 GREAT READING ADVENTURE AMAZING GRACE STORYTIMES AND ACTIVITIES

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Library
	Storytime - children
	Classes
	Amazing Grace   Total
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	AL - CENTRAL 
	0
	
	0
	
	

	AM -Avonmouth
	0
	
	0
	
	

	BE - Bedminster 
	15
	
	15
	
	

	BI - Bishopsworth 
	
	45
	45
	
	

	CH - Cheltenham Rd.
	
	
	0
	
	

	CT - Clifton
	
	73
	73
	
	

	EA - Eastville
	25
	100
	125
	
	

	FW - Filwood 
	
	29
	29
	
	

	FP - Fishponds 
	
	56
	56
	
	

	HC - Hartcliffe
	
	30
	30
	
	

	HY - Henbury 
	
	73
	73
	
	

	HZ - Henleaze 
	
	85
	85
	
	

	HL - Hillfields
	
	0
	0
	
	

	HO-Horfield
	
	40
	40
	
	

	KN - Knowle 
	9
	
	9
	
	

	LW - Lawrence Weston
	
	90
	90
	
	

	MA - Marksbury Rd.
	
	105
	105
	
	

	RE - Redland 
	8
	
	8
	
	

	SG  St George
	10
	
	10
	
	

	SP - St Pauls
	
	37
	37
	
	

	SE - Sea Mills 
	
	70
	70
	
	

	SR - Shirehampton
	20
	23
	43
	
	

	SO - Southmead 
	
	0
	0
	
	

	SW - Stockwood 
	20
	
	20
	
	

	TR - Trinity Rd.
	
	0
	0
	
	

	WY - Westbury 
	0
	
	0
	
	

	WK - Wick Rd.
	11
	
	11
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	118
	856
	974
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grand total
	 
	 
	1015
	
	


We were delighted to find we had topped the thousand mark all together for events.

I did also extract the Bristol figures from the Libraries West - really because I want to see how individual sites have done and also to compare with previous years.  At just on 2.5K it is only 300 short of how The Siege was doing at the same point, and well ahead of the other titles we have featured.

What I have not been able to get from Libraries West yet is the figures for what I consider the rest of the project loans - ie stock we had bought in specially of Amazing Grace and the other titles by Andrea Levy.  I'll get them in for my own interest, but presume these will be too late for you.

Interestingly none of the versions in other languages which we had ordered ever arrived - they were all reported unavailable by our usual suppliers.

I've also gone nearly cross-eyed trying to cross reference our reading groups list with the tickets list for the Andrea Levy event.  I know that 15 library reading groups read Small Island.  Pretty well all of them had people at the event.  In addition at least 12 independent groups from our mailing list were at the event - so that's 27 reading groups involved in various ways.

At Eastville Library it was the arrival of the Small Island copies which triggered the establishment of a library group, which is still meeting .  
We made contact with a reading group at Spike Island including members with learning difficulties, and via our branch at Hartcliffe supplied them with a mix of print and audio versions. The Central Library group for Visually Impaired enjoyed the book via audio versions.
Chris supplied copies to the homeless through a project in which she is involved called 'The Park Bench' - 

One of the reading groups at Bedminster Library took part in James Proctor's reading project - unfortunately due to severe Bristol traffic I was not able to get to the meeting when they were recording their discussions the very next evening after having attended the author event.  I hope you have had some feedback from James on this one.

The material on the website was very useful to libraries for mounting displays featuring Small Island and reflecting the Abolition 200 theme.

And finally, now that the dust has settled, what can I say about this year?

It is always exciting to work so closely on a project with a living author.  Small Island had already been popular with readers and reading groups as winner of both the Orange and Whitbread prizes; the Small Island project brought in a whole new wave of readers.  Several libraries reported that they had run out of copies, and  the readers guide was in great demand. 


We were fortunate to host an event with Andrea Levy, and we felt it went very well.  Andrea proved an excellent reader and speaker to an attentive audience of nearly 300, and feedback was enthusiastic.

Although I know this is the cut off point for your evaluation, we shall be keeping it going in libraries for some months yet - and will probably keep back some stock to use again later in the year during Black History Month

Cornwall

I am glad to say that the Read has gone very well for us this year, despite the stress of less staff, more imminent cuts and dramatic changes afoot. I think our issues will be comparable with last year, which is brilliant seeing there were fewer books to go around.

 

General comments were that it was a book with more adult appeal and was less well known than Around the World in 80 Days. Some couldn’t get into it and others thought it biased (!) but one of my few comments from a 75+ male reader was that he was really impressed with Andrea’s description of Bernard in India. I have another bundle of questionnaires that I will post to you, including 5 from the Isles of Scilly, where we sent some of the books.

 

It was harder involving schools and we could not devote the time and resources expended last year. However, we have lent Small Island and Refugee Boy to a couple and I will chase them for feedback. We also held a primary school class visit to Bodmin Library, involving Cornwall Record Office (details of Anti-slavery Petitions, wealthy landowners living on sugar profits, etc.) and Caroline Binch (illustrator of Amazing Grace). I think establishing the Slave Trade on the curriculum and a national commemorative day will have a beneficial effect. We have another school visit to Saltash Library on Friday. 

 

Here are some issue statistics. 

 

Small Island Issues:
 
July – Dec 2006 ~ 158 (including LP & audio)

 

Jan 2007 ~ 741 (total)

 

Feb 2007 ~ 495 (total)
Mar 2007 –  469 (includes 15 issues of LP & audio editions)
682 copies were added to lending stock, including another 24 allocated to book set loan stock to add 2 sets to our existing one (approx. another 70 issues). 

26 additional LP copies were bought (new total 30) ~ 12 issues in Jan/Feb; 6 from Jul to Dec 06. 10 additional audio were bought (new total 12) ~ 7 issues in Jan/Feb; 9 from Jul – Dec 06

 

I suspect some LP & audio have been issued on long loans; most copies are currently out which appears to conflict with these issues. Perhaps the March figures will clarify this.

 
This brings the total to 1,789 (including 84 issues to book groups from our book sets), a higher figure than that for 80 Days last year (1,503). An impressive figure as we had considerably less books. 

 

100 given to the Royal Cornwall Hospital Trust (2 new readers groups)

20 to Combined Universities of Cornwall

30 to County Hall (2 new Readers Groups)

100 given away at Falmouth Library launch

30 given to secondary schools

Remainder (138?) have been distributed by branch libraries, mainly to readers groups 

 

We also gave a box of guides to BBC Radio Cornwall who promoted the book to renew their broadcast book group

 

I have just heard that the book & guide went well at CUC (The Combined Universities of Cornwall). Late in the day, we gave them 20 copies. Their library at Tremough (Penryn) has only recently opened as the University develops & expands. We will definitely involve them in future reading projects.

Feedback from one of the branches:
“Generally speaking, it has been very successful. When we were first told that this would be the Big Read book, I thought that it wasn’t as accessible as the Jules Verne, but in fact I think it has been far more popular. 

 

The book has certainly provoked discussion among staff and borrowers.  It’s a bit of a generalization, but older readers are rather horrified at remembering the attitudes that prevailed in this country only a short time ago (opinion differed as to whether attitudes had improved or not). To younger readers, it seems like a long time ago and they think things are different now.”
I have a couple of direct quotes for you:

 

“To me it [the book] was extremely realistic.  I lived through those times and found it very true to life.  An immensely  good read.”

 

“It started slowly but it drew you in.”

 

“An extremely good choice.”

 

Royal Cornwall Hospital Trust 148 readers from 100 books; 6 of the 100 were given to the Peninsula Medical School and operated as a mini Big Read; the rest divided between 3 hospitals. 30 of these readers are now borrowing as a group from Cornwall Library. I think you have received questionnaires from some.

Devon

COPIES FOR LOAN

We already had 69 copies of Small Island in stock, including a Reading Group set. The book had been popular for some time – indeed as its profile waned after the OPF, it received another boost from the OPF Best of the Best and took off again. Reservations were regularly set against it when all copies were out on loan, and we had a waiting list for the reading group set. We added 933 copies to stock, divided between

· 54 libraries

· 11 mobile libraries

· 3 prisons

The mobiles received 5 each, with others getting a sliding scale of numbers up to 30 in the bigger branches. 

Because of the continuing popularity, the overall numbers involved and some staffing and IT difficulties, we decided against doing a full analysis and comparison of issues this year.

Comments on issues are appended below. 

Several libraries contacted us early on for more copies as theirs were all on loan (we were able to respond quickly to this) – a couple of the smaller ones begged to be relieved of some of their copies.

I encouraged colleagues with the appropriate budget to buy copies in Large Print and audio – 10 copies of LP and 7 copies of audio were purchased. The spoken word continues to issue well (most copies still on loan) but Large Print seems to have “peaked” now.

FREE COPIES

We had about 650 copies to give away. They were given out to:-

A photo shoot at HQ including head of service, senior management, staff and colleagues from the Devon records Office (which shares a building with HQ) This was well-covered by our in-house magazine and the local press, and led to several emailed requests from other county council staff for free copies of the book. On acknowledging these and sending out the copies, I also included the web address and urged them to add their comments. I know that some did so.

All new Reading groups which launched in this period were given free copies for their members and encouraged to make it their first book for discussion. Several individuals in each group had typically already read the book – most with a favourable response.

Where we had author events in some branch libraries, I was able to give out free copies of the book for readers to take away.

One member of the public who runs two reading groups in her home contacted me – I went along to one of their meetings and met them, talked about the promotion and gave away copies. I understand that their next meeting led to a very interesting and fruitful discussion, and that comments were added to the website.

Some of the copies were used to make up 2 new sets for reading groups, and any private reading group which contacted me to ask for the book received a set, including readers’ guides.

We held a Readers’ Day in March, and a copy of Small Island was added to each of the 100 goody bags.

A colleague who also teaches Sociology at a local college asked for copies for his students – this has led me to investigate through Schools Library service whether secondary schools in Devon would like copies for their libraries/students.

The Devon Record Office is currently running a display on Slavery (prepared by Exeter University) and is offering copies of Small Island and the readers’ guide to people who attend.

COMMENTS FROM BRANCHES

I asked branch staff to comment on how well they felt the books issued and what response they had had from readers and staff. The range of comments from positive to negative didn’t surprise me. Some of the displays looked very eye-catching, and many of the staff plundered their stocks to find relevant non-fiction titles to add alongside. 

· The Small Island Read wasn't a great hit here as many people thought a slightly newer book could have been chosen.  Quite a few people had already read the book and those who had gave favourable comments about it.  The books were displayed on the top shelf of our blue wooden display bin with our current promotion shelved beneath it, space being rather limited here.  Our reading group didn't express a lot of interest in it but those who did had already read it when it was first published.  

· We had very mixed responses from the people that read Small Island. They either loved it or hated it. The marmite factor definitely.

We displayed it on the desk and on one row of one of our display bins. We did have a separate display at the beginning but had to re-jig rapidly when a collection arrived! The reading group did read it as a group and again the marmite factor kicked in. We have had quite a few people reading it though who would never usually pick up a book like this so it did work in that respect.

· Our books were displayed on end of a bay along with poster and booklets:  all our reading groups were given copies of the reading guide.

· The Small Island read was more popular than Around the World in eighty days, but there were always some left here for our display. We had quite a few comments from the public, most complimentary.  

· We had 2 displays originally - 1 in the library and one in our lobby. When the books started going out we just kept the one in the lobby filled up.

· Our r/g read this but it was last year when I was away. I think it was enjoyed by all. I read it this year and thoroughly enjoyed it. The subtle humour had me chuckling away to myself and the excellent characters were so believable. We have had a display and quite a good take up. The comments that have come back to me were good and most people seemed to have enjoyed it. The few negative reports seemed to say that the start of the story was confusing with several characters to remember.

· Two of our reading groups read the book and loved it – they’re quite young and were amazed at some of the racist views expressed. I think this book is one of my all-time favourites. Can I keep some of the copies for my stock?

· The book has been well received - copies go out pretty steadily.

· I had posters in the window, and the stock was scattered in small clumps throughout the library to try and catch as many borrowers as possible. Lots of issues.

· We first offered the books to our reading groups (all seven of them) but most had already read it. When we put them out for the public they went very well.  We displayed them on the counter and let people take them as an extra book if necessary.

· I displayed them on my special Display Table and they all went at once - most people thought it a marvellous story, some couldn't cope with it particularly so much written in dialogue!!  Have kept them on a special shelf subsequently and they go out fairly regularly but think most of those who come in here will have had it by now. Plan to have my own display on Slavery next month (May) so shall put one or two copies amongst everything else. Appledore Readers' Group read it for their monthly read and I think most of them thought it thought provoking and enjoyed it.

· We all agree that the choice of book was much more popular than last year's and we had no difficulty in distributing the copies during the first couple of weeks (in fact I think the whole stock disappeared within 3 days).

· I piled all the copies, bookshop style, on the In counter so people would see it as they handed in their returns, and staff could promote it as they scanned (we are so good at multi-tasking!). We had the small poster and publicity in a display stand next to the books, and in the foyer we had a stand with the large posters etc and the book.

· All three of our Reading groups had read the book before so they didn't have any new, in depth discussions, but the book did feature in a general round up of news during their sessions.

· Of the readers who expressed an opinion, all were favourable.

· I kept the display on the counter until just 2 weeks ago as issues were beginning to slow by then, but 7 copies are on loan as I write. 

· Sorry no takers here - only copy borrowed by member of staff - despite promotion in local magazine -prominent display and staff encouragement - book group had already read it - didn't seem very enthusiastic-the poor quality of the print was commented on.  Sorry to be negative  

· Many people in Ashburton had already read the book. Some were persuaded to borrow it but nobody was particularly enthusiastic. 

· Small Island was a great success here. The vast majority of readers loved it and thought it a well written and thought provoking read.  We displayed the books on one of our "display walls", topping up as the copies disappeared, which they did very rapidly.

· We felt the books didn't go out on loan as many times as we had anticipated, but most readers said they had enjoyed the read and were glad to have read something they wouldn't normally have picked up from the shelf. The reader's guide was  popular and one teacher visiting the area asked if he could take some back for his English class. The books were displayed on a stand next to our recently returned fiction.

· We did a special display of the books on the ground floor for about 3 weeks using the posters and leaflets you gave us. We also put posters up around the building. When the display came down, we incorporated the remaining books into our New In display, but we didn’t hold any related activity. Borrowing was pretty steady – we had about 25 copies + 3 large print, of which all but 5 are currently on loan. None of our reading groups did it, some had already done it. Our Staff comments:

· We could do with having the promotional materials earlier to prepare the displays etc and to have a lead in time. 

· Promotions go on too long. 

· Not a lot of interest for children, last year if you remember we did a children’s activity based on the theme of the book where we decorated the void with balloons 

· Good tie-in with radio serialisation.


· The books were extremely popular here, and all copies were on loan for most of the period.. Our "Books without Babies" reading group really enjoyed it - it provoked an interesting discussion about racism in the 50s and whether the same racism exists now, but is just less overt. They plan to read all Levy's books now.

· Books went well. Usual problem that they went out almost as soon as we put them on display. It was rare after the first couple of days for there to be more than 1 copy on the display. 

Used a display case and covered it in posters and put the leaflets there as well as at the desk. Tied it in to other stock on slavery and immigration. Linked childrens display on Slavery as well. 

Our Library reading group read the book in April 2006 so did not want to do it again. Several other groups had all ready done it but we did take a couple of requests for it from reading groups one of whom was lucky enough to get give away copies to keep.


· Public enjoyed promo. Books seemed to issue well. Readers Guide was appreciated. 

No events held, but possible event coming up to tie in with 200 anniversary of abolition of slave trade. Lady recently moved into the area contacted me to ask if she could give a talk. She visited Barbados and spent a long time researching the slave trade. She has produced a couple of books, one of which she sent me. We are meeting this Thurs to discuss possible talk. 

I put up poster and cut up one of the Readers Guides to use some of those lovely b&w photos. I also produced some blurb about the author. Beneath this I put signs inviting comments and brightly coloured bit of paper with velcro on so that comments could be displayed on the board. Books were on top shelf of fiction and I cut up one of the posters to make a header. 

My reading group did Small Island some time ago. Here are some comments from the comment board as mentioned above: 

· Excellent read! Thoroughly enjoyed it and recommend it! Interesting and insightful 

· Interesting for putting into context our experiences in a multi-cultural society today, a couple of generations along from the windrush. It also sets out to show all perspectives in a fair-minded way so we get insight into the humanity of all the characters. Gilbert was particularly well-drawn.

· A really good read - it took me back quite a few years. 

· Brilliant book. I couldn't put it down. The dialogue of Hortense had me in stitches - all characters marvellously portrayed. Made me think a lot. Everyone should read it. I was sorry when I had finished it. I will be reading her other books.

Could I keep my copies and maybe scrounge a few more to use as give-aways at the proposed talk? 
We distributed books by tiering libraries -2 central libraries; tier 1; tier 2; tier 3 

For each tier we manually calculated issues in 5 of the libraries, averaged it out and multiplied it by the number of libraries in that tier. There were some anomalies of course - and (unsurprisingly) individual libraries within a tier varied wildly …..staff commitment being the major factor.  

CENTRAL LIBRARIES       232 
TIER 1 (13 LIBS)                1105 
TIER 2 (16 LIBS)                 755 
TIER 3 (23 LIBS)                 662 
MOBILES (11)                       84              TOTAL= 2838 

Points to consider 

· The 3 reading group sets were also in continuous use 

· There were over 100 copies of the book already in stock, and libraries reported these older copies being borrowed extensively when the new displays had been depleted 
Gloucestershire

I can tell you that the total issues for the Jan -Mar quarter was 924 making Small Island the highest issuing title for the time. We had a lot of support for the book from our reading groups and sets have been given to about twenty groups. They were also distributed at events celebrating the Abolition 200 exhibition where at least 100 copies were given away in Gloucester Library and Museum on March 13. Small Island was used a lot in our recent fiction festival as a 'surprise book in a bag' and I have been putting some of the reviews and comments on the website. One stray fact you may like - as of last Friday there were still 270 copies of the book on loan to customers in Gloucestershire!
North Somerset

Free copies

168 copies given away, of which:

60 copies of Small Island and readers guides given to secondary schools (6 schools)

60 copies given to reading groups (most of our reading groups had already read the book)

30 copies given away at Your North Somerset exhibition for new residents.

Loan Copies

332 copies of special edition for loan.  32 copies already stocked.

We purchased 1 large print copy and one audio copy for each library – i.e. 15 of each.

Total number of loans for all editions Jan to Mar was 1065.  In the 3 months Oct to Dec it was 104.

Large print issues during the promotion    40

Talking book issues 
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Activities

1 library-based reading group read Small Island (others had already done it)

6 schools with sets of books were planning to use them with years 10-11.

1 school reading group supplied with copies of Refugee Boy.

Displays

Libraries mounted book displays using the material provided, and also using additional books e.g. novels and poetry by other black British writers, travel books on Jamaica, books on slavery and abolition, social history of black people in Britain.

Feedback

Choice of book – we were concerned initially about the choice of Small Island, because so many people had read it already, but issues have been strong. 

The readers guide is informative and will continue to be of use beyond the project. The publicity material is attractive.

More difficult to promote in the media than last year, because there were not the photo opportunities, also not an obvious topic for this part of the world (though we do have ethnic minorities they are mostly not black). Also the author was unavailable to us.

We were unable to get hold of extra copies of the Mary Hoffman book in time to do anything with young children. We did buy extra copies of the Benjamin Zephaniah, but only enough to support one reading group.

Announcements of arrangements seemed to be delayed this year as compared with last year, this restricted our ability to organise activities for this promotion, and we have delayed some things to Black History Month in October.

As a small authority in the South West, we felt to some extent pushed out this year by the big city emphasis, compared with last year, which was a brilliant opportunity for the whole SW region to work together. However, the project was still very much worthwhile, and we would like to continue to be involved in any future projects. Many of our residents work or study in Bristol, and expect to be included!

Plymouth

200 copies and 400 readers’ guides were distributed by Your Co-op Local Stores. 

The Co-op offered free fair trade chocolate bars to those returning books to the store to as an incentive to make copies available to as many people as possible. There was very little take up of this however, leading us to believe that informal distribution amongst friends, neighbours & family was taking place.

70 copies and 140 readers’ guides were distributed by other local convenience stores

No copies were left at the end of the project.

I was initially disappointed about the choice of title, because we have promoted it so heavily already in libraries as it has won so many awards. Library loan figures probably reflect this. However, it was a good opportunity to bring the title to a new audience through the shop distribution – in hindsight, we should have given away more copies this way. The Co-op would have welcomed more free copies.

Poole

Distribution

· 450 copies of the book received

· 125 put into stock

· 300 given away including 135 to 15 reading groups.

· Many of the stock copies will be given away in the next few months.

Loan figures

	Small Island Issues

	Format
	Copies
	Jul-06
	Aug-06
	Sep-06
	Oct-06
	Nov-06
	Dec-06
	6 Mths
	Jan-07
	Feb-07
	Mar-07

	Hbks & Pbks
	134
	8
	5
	10
	1
	8
	2
	34
	127
	146
	102

	Large print
	4
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	3
	5
	1

	Audio Books
	3
	0
	3
	1
	0
	1
	1
	6
	1
	4
	2

	Total
	 
	9
	8
	11
	1
	9
	3
	41
	131
	155
	105


Events

· 11th January - Launch events at Poole Central and Creekmoor libraries. These included readings from Small Island and of a Benjamin Zephaniah poem, poetry reading from Louisa Parker, introduction to the Dorset Black History project, handing out of copies of the book and readers’ guides and refreshments. Attendance: 25 at each event. 

In addition free copies were handed out at all Poole libraries on and just after the launch day. All free copies contained a small review form for people to complete. A Small Island Prize Quiz and a short story competition for children were set up. A display of books relating to slavery, abolition and multiculturalism ran throughout the promotion.

· 14th February - Poetry reading by Louisa at Hamworthy Library to joint meeting of reading groups discussing Small Island. Attendance: 12

· 1st March. World Book Day. Copies of Small Island were given away with other books from a stall in the shopping centre.

· 27th March – Presentation at Hamworthy Library to the winner of the Small Island Prize Quiz.

· 29th March - Abolition event at Rossmore Library organised by DEED (Development Education in Dorset). This included an introduction to the Dorset Black History Project, poetry reading, recording of black and ethnic minority people’s reminiscences of growing up in Dorset,  and  hand-printing on fabric. We also had display and educational materials about the film Amazing Grace. Attendance: 6

I think the promotion went well. We got a good response from the public and from reading groups and a certain amount of press coverage. The issues reflected the take up of the book.

Comments on the book

· A lovely gentle sad and happy easy read book. Hope always in the forefront. Could go on reading it, it was so enjoyable.

· I really enjoyed reading this book. It brought back memories to me as a child during the war. I will be looking out for more of Andrea Levy books.

· Gripping at first. Lost interest a bit in the middle but it regained momentum at the end.

· Enlightening. Didn’t care for the way the chapters jumped about.

· The characterisation was brilliant. The way the story was told was really effective. You’ll never guess how it ends.

· Brilliant.

· A thought provoking read which made me realise just how far we had come since the 1940s, but also that we still had a long way to go to true equality.

· Quite a revelation as to how the immigrants were treated after the war, and how far now we have come in our acceptance of people of all colours and creeds.

· Really easy to read, combining an involving story-line with an accurate picture of life and race relations in the 1940s and ‘50s.

· This brought back post-war memories. At first I thought the discrimination was over-stressed but then remembered a time when my mother had a small guest house in Branksome and had a coloured band member from a travelling circus staying. Other guest houses had refused him accommodation although they had rooms vacant.

· When reading the summary you could think it was a run of the mill war-time romance – but it isn’t. The characters and attitudes are portrayed very realistically. It is a book that is hard to put down.

· Loved it.

· It gave a gentle but powerful insight into the iniquities of racism; I also liked the level of humour.

Somerset
Attractive artwork, good displays and a greater take up than anticipated for a previously well publicised book. Many reading groups had already read it so the increase in issue figures is mainly to individual readers.

Small Island Book issues January to March 1327 (compared with 235 for previous 3 months) 

325 special edition copies were added to stock 

200 copies held back for distribution at One Somerset day (see below) the rest given away in libraries).

 

Small Island still lives on as we will be taking free copies to the One Somerset event at Taunton Racecourse on April 27th where some 3000 + visitors are expected to visit the exhibition celebrating diversity and inclusion.
South Gloucestershire

Some of our small libraries issued as many copies as our bigger ones so it is very dependant on the individual library. We did not get a response from our initial contact with ethnic minority groups. It was more difficult to work with as most reading groups had already read it and we had had copies in stock for a while.
Displays and Events included: Bradley Stoke – Display on boards and artefacts in coffin; Cadbury Heath – Display of map; Emersons Green - Reading Group Event Monday 23rd April 7.30pm (see below for report); Patchway – Display in library; Staple Hill – Map on display board with markers showing where people came from; Thornbury – Wrote article for seven local community magazines and the Thornbury website (not the library one but a local community one).Also displayed world map which over 30  users put sticky label on from just about all continents (even Greenland).
Group recipients included: Bradley Stoke – Library Committee; Emersons Green – Reading groups; Filton – Reading group; Patchway – Reading group; Staple Hill – Park View Court Reading Group; Thornbury – Reading group and Library Committee members.
Quiz at Emersons Green library Monday 23rd April 2007: This was a fantastic night, so well supported by the book groups, that there were barely enough tables and chairs for us all.  The quiz was themed on “Small Island” with other questions about the history of Bristol and its connection with the slave trade. We tended to do better on those questions, because it is very difficult to remember facts from the book, when it is a while since you’ve read it! We all had lots of fun, intensified by the wine and snacks that had been brought in. (I confess that my book group had not read the small print on the flyer and failed to bring any nibbles with us!)  There was much gasping as the home-made Garibaldi biscuits and the frozen chocolate bananas! Jill, Alison, Mandi and Georgina had all worked really hard, to organise such a great evening. – Joy Rogers (Eugynon book group)

Torbay

Attached are the cumulative figures for our Small Island issues in our 4 branches which show a great success, I hope you will agree. We are now deleting the copies from stock and giving them away. We have also given 10 copies each to 2 new U3A book clubs to start off their reading lists.  Other than that we have not had any specific events focussed on the title, but have held related themed book promotions in our Torquay branch.
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