SMALL ISLAND READ 2007 UPDATE

Britain’s biggest ever reading project gets off to a great start


Tuesday 30 January 2007

Thousands of people from Glasgow to Penzance are now taking part in the Small Island Read 2007.  

The project – which was launched on 11 January and runs to 31 March 2007 – brings together Aye Write! Bank of Scotland Book Festival in Glasgow, the Bristol and South West Great Reading Adventures, Hull Libraries and Liverpool Reads in a joint initiative that has created Britain’s biggest ever mass-read. The chosen book is Andrea Levy’s award-winning novel Small Island which tells the story of the arrival in post-war Britain of Jamaican migrants.

Many of the over 500 participating libraries have reported that all their loan stock was borrowed within a matter of days and there are now waiting lists in all areas. At places where free copies are being given away, only a few remain. This means that nearly 50,000 copies of Small Island are now in circulation as part of the project.

People are already filling in the online survey and comments received from readers so far include:

I loved it, such a thoughtful and intelligently-told story… It really challenged how I form personal opinions about people based on my own assumptions etc, rather than listening to a situation from their point of view as well.

Lots of food for thought; I hadn’t realised racism had been so blatant in the UK in the 1950s.

I thought the book was excellent. I don't think I would have read this book
if it wasn’t for Small Island Read, but I’m glad I did. The characters are
so realistic, the setting’s vivid and the plot… is very rewarding, moving and thought provoking. 

Excellent read. Funny and thoughtful and all characters rounded and treated
sympathetically. Dealt with racism with humour yet made the point and
enabled the reader to think more carefully about this subject.

A programme of educational workshops, reading group discussions, talks and other activities is taking place. Details of this along with background information about Andrea Levy and the themes addressed by the book, and photos of readers and events from across the country, can be found on the project website at www.smallislandread.com

ENDS


Contacts for Further Information 

Glasgow: 

Mary Greenshields, Aye Write! Bank of Scotland Book Festival

Office: +44 (0) 141 287 2865 

Email: mary.greenshields@cls.glasgow.gov.uk

Bristol and the South West: 

Andrew Kelly, Bristol and South West Great Reading Adventure (Bristol Cultural Development Partnership)

Office: +44 (0)1275 370816  Mobile: 07778 932 778 

Email: andrew.kelly@businesswest.co.uk

Hull: 

Jessica Leathley, Senior Librarian, Hull Libraries 

Office: 01482 331365 Mobile: 07717 461984

Email: Jessica.Leathley@hullcc.gov.uk

Liverpool and the North West:

Bea Colley, Liverpool Reads Coordinator 

Office: +44 (0)151 794 2291 Mobile: 07919 051 680

Email: b.colley@liverpool.ac.uk

An image of Andrea Levy and of the cover of Small Island are available from

Melanie Kelly 01225 470180 – blcmail@btopenworld.com. Previous press releases are available from the Small Island Read 2007 website at http://www.smallislandread.com/news_and_press.htm.

NOTES TO EDITORS


Small Island Read 2007 is supported by:

The National Lottery through Arts Council England and the Heritage Lottery Fund

	and by  

Arts and Business
	Business West

	Bank of Scotland
	Liverpool Culture Company

	Bristol City Council
	Paul Hamlyn Foundation

	Bristol Cultural Development Partnership
	Riverside Housing


Key data:

· 50,000 copies of Small Island have been distributed free of charge in Bristol and the South West, Liverpool and North West England, Hull and Glasgow for use in libraries, schools and other sites.

· 80,000 copies of a full-colour, illustrated guide have been distributed free of charge providing background information on Andrea Levy and the themes of slavery and migration.

· All the library authorities in Bristol and South West England, Liverpool, Hull and Glasgow are participating, along with many in North West England – over 500 libraries in total –providing thousands of loan copies of the book. Many are also acting as a distribution point for free copies that readers can keep or pass on to others. 
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